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I. statement

1. On March 8, 2006, Qwest Corporation (Qwest) filed a Motion to Waive Rule 4 CCR 723-1-22(D)(1) in connection with the Opening Brief it filed in this matter on that date and with regard to the Reply Brief it intends to file at a later date.  On March 9, 2006, Level 3 Communications, LLC (Level 3) filed a similar motion in connection with the Initial Statement of Position it filed on that date and with regard to the Reply Brief it intends to file at a later date.
  Absent such waivers, Rule 22(d)(1) of the Commission’s Rules and Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations  723-22, would limit the length of these pleadings to 30 pages.

2. In support of the Motions for Waiver, the parties state that the subject 30-page limitation would not allow them to adequately deal with the complex legal and factual issues that are in dispute in this case.  Both also pertinently note that the Commission previously waived this page limitation in connection with the Petition for Arbitration filed by Level 3 and the Response filed thereto by Qwest.  

3. Good grounds having been show, the Motions for Waiver will be granted.

4. On March 16, 2006, Level 3 filed a Motion to Modify Post-Hearing Briefing Schedule and Request for Waiver of Response Time (Motion to Modify) in the captioned proceeding.  The Motion to Modify requests that the deadline previously established for filing Responsive Post–Hearing Statements of Position be extended from March 24, 2006, to March 28, 2006.  As grounds therefore, Level 3 states that both parties to this proceeding require additional time to prepare and submit their respective responsive pleadings.  The Motion to Modify indicates that Qwest supports the relief requested therein.

5. The Motion to Modify establishes good cause to extend the current deadline for filing Responsive Statements of Position in this matter and will, therefore, be granted.

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion to Waive Rule 4 CCR 723-1-22(D)(1) filed in the captioned proceeding by Level 3 Communications, LLC is granted.

2. The Motion to Waive Rule 4 CCR 723-1-22(D)(1) filed in the captioned proceeding by Qwest Corporation is granted.

3. The Motion to Modify Post-Hearing Briefing Schedule and Request for Waiver of Response Time filed in the captioned proceeding by Level 3 Communications, LLC is granted.

4. The parties shall file their Responsive Post-Hearing Statements of Position on or before March 28, 2006.

5. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


DALE E. ISLEY
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge


G:\ORDER\210T.doc:SRS






� These motions will be collectively referred to herein as the Motions for Waiver.
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