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I. statement
1. By Decision No. C06-0025, the Commission established a prudence review proceeding for Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or PSCo) for the natural gas purchases made by Public Service in the period July 1, 2004 through June 30, 2005.  That decision made Staff of the Commission (Staff) a party in this matter.
  

2. On February 7, 2006, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) filed an intervention of right.  While OCC represents that its present intention is to monitor this docket, it reserves its “right to file testimony, to conduct cross-examination at the hearing, and to otherwise participate in this matter as necessary."  Notice of Intervention of Right at ¶ 3.  

3. The parties in this docket are Public Service, Staff, and OCC.  

4. The Commission scheduled the hearing in this matter for August 18, 2006 but did not establish a procedural schedule.  The Commission referred this proceeding to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for hearing.  

5. By Decision No. R06-0141-I, the ALJ directed Public Service to work with the other parties and to file a proposed procedural schedule.  

6. On March 3, 2006, Public Service filed a proposed procedural schedule (PSCo Filing).  In that filing PSCo set out a procedural schedule which includes a proposed new hearing date of August 31, 2006.  Public Service explained that its counsel is unavailable on the scheduled hearing date of August 18, 2006 and requests the modest, approximately two-week delay.  In addition, Public Service represents that "the parties have stipulated to the acceptability of" the proposed procedural schedule, which includes the new hearing date.  PSCo Filing at 1.  Finally, the PSCo Filing sets out proposed dates as requested by Decision No. R06-0141-I.
  

7. The ALJ finds that the PSCo Filing states good cause for vacating and rescheduling the hearing in this matter.  In addition, given that all parties agree, granting the request and accepting the proposed procedural schedule will not prejudice any party.  The hearing scheduled for August 18, 2006 will be vacated, and the procedural schedule set out in the PSCo Filing will be adopted.  

8. The following will be the procedural schedule in this proceeding:  (a) on or before February 28, 2006, Public Service will file its direct testimony and exhibits; (b) on or before June 2, 2006, Staff and OCC each will file its answer testimony and exhibits; (c) on or before July 28, 2006, Public Service will file its rebuttal testimony and exhibits; (d) on or before August 18, 2006, each party will file its corrected testimony and exhibits; (e) on or before August 18, 2006, each party will file its prehearing motions; (f) on or before August 18, 2006, the parties will file any stipulation reached; (g) hearing will be held on August 31, 2006; (h) on or before September 15, 2006, each party will file its post-hearing statement of position; and (i) on or before September 29, 2006, each party will file its response to the post-hearing statements of position filed by the other parties.  

9. A prehearing conference will not be scheduled at this time.  In the event a party wishes to have a prehearing conference, that party may file an appropriate motion.  

10. The procedures and time frames contained in Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1-77 will be ordered to govern discovery in this matter.  

11. The parties will be ordered to provide to the ALJ a copy of any confidential material or highly confidential material filed in this proceeding.
  The filing party will be ordered to provide the copy, at the time it is filed with the Commission, directly to the ALJ's office.  Meeting this requirement will not reduce the number of copies which must be filed in accordance with Commission rules.  

12. Rule 4 CCR 723-1-22(d)(3) states:  "If a pleading refers to new court cases or other authorities not readily available to the Commission, six copies of each case or other authority shall be filed with the pleading."  If a party wishes the Commission or the ALJ to consider a cited authority, other than an opinion of the United States Supreme Court, a reported Colorado state court opinion, or a Commission decision, the party must provide copies of that cited authority.  

13. The parties and their witnesses shall provide the decision number when referring to a Commission decision.  

II. ORDER
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. The hearing scheduled for August 18, 2006 is vacated.  

2. The procedural schedule set out in the Notice of Filing of Proposed Procedural Schedule filed on March 3, 2006 by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) is adopted.  

3. Hearing in this matter shall be conducted on the following date, at the following time, and at the following place:  

DATE:

August 31, 2006  

TIME:

9:00 a.m.  

PLACE:
Commission hearing room  

 

1580 Logan Street, OL2  

 

Denver, Colorado  

4. The following is the procedural schedule in this proceeding:  (a) on or before February 28, 2006, Public Service shall file its direct testimony and exhibits; (b) on or before June 2, 2006, Staff of the Commission and the Office of Consumer Counsel each shall file its answer testimony and exhibits; (c) on or before July 28, 2006, Public Service shall file its rebuttal testimony and exhibits; (d) on or before August 18, 2006, each party shall file its corrected testimony and exhibits; (e) on or before August 18, 2006, each party shall file its prehearing motions; (f) on or before August 18, 2006, the parties shall file any stipulation reached; (g) on or before September 15, 2006, each party shall file its post-hearing statement of position; and (h) on or before September 29, 2006, each party shall file its response to the post-hearing statement of position filed by the other parties.  

5. The procedures and time frames contained in Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-77 shall govern discovery in this matter.  

6. The parties shall provide to the Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) a copy of any confidential material or highly confidential material filed in this proceeding.  The filing party shall provide the copy, at the time it is filed with the Commission, directly to the ALJ's office.  Meeting this requirement does not reduce the number of copies which must be filed in accordance with Commission rules.  

7. The parties shall make the filings and shall follow the procedures set out above in this Order.  

8. This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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�  On January 31, 2006, Staff filed its notice pursuant to  Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-9(d).  


�  On March 6, 2006, Public Service notified the ALJ and the parties that there is a typographical error in the proposed procedural schedule and provided corrected information.  Reference in this Order to the proposed procedural schedule is to the schedule as corrected.  


�  Public Service filed under seal Exhibits WRU-1 and WRU-2 appended to the Direct Testimony and Exhibits of Werner R. Uebelhoer.  The ALJ requests Public Service to provide her with a copy of those exhibits.  
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