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I. statement  

1. On January 17, 2006, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) filed a verified Application (Application) in which it seeks approval of its Gas Price Volatility Mitigation Plan for its Gas Department for the Gas Purchase Year July 1, 2006 though June 30, 2007 (Gas Department GPVM Plan).  Public Service filed this Application pursuant to the procedures adopted by the Commission in Decision No. C04-1112.  

2. On January 25, 2006, the Commission issued its Notice of Application Filed and Notice of Hearing (Notice).
  In that Notice the Commission established, inter alia, a procedural schedule.  See also Decision No. C06-0078 (same).  

3. The Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) filed a Notice of Intervention of Right.  Staff of the Commission (Staff) filed a Notice of Intervention and a Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-9(d) Notice.  

4. The intervention period expired on February 6, 2006.  Public Service, OCC, and Staff are the only parties in this matter.  

5. Public Service has filed its Direct Testimony in support of the Application.  

6. On February 13, 2006, Public Service filed a Joint Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule [Motion] and Request for Waiver of Response Time [Request].   In that filing Public Service states that the parties have met to discuss resolving this matter without a hearing.  As a result of the discussions, and in an attempt to resolve this proceeding without a hearing, the parties have agreed to the following procedure:  

(a)
Public Service will file, on or before February 17, 2006, supplemental testimony which contains additional information regarding the Gas Department GPVM Plan.  

(b)
If OCC and Staff are not satisfied with the supplemental testimony and believe that hearing in this case is warranted, OCC and/or Staff may file Answer Testimony on or before February 22, 2006.  If Answer Testimony is filed, the hearing will proceed as scheduled on February 27, 2006.
  

7. The Motion states good cause.  Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) finds this proposed schedule to be satisfactory.  As it is a Joint Motion, no party will be prejudiced by granting the Motion.  The Motion will be granted, and the procedural schedule will be modified as set out above with the following requirements:  At the time the supplemental testimony is filed, Public Service will be ordered to provide a copy of its supplemental direct testimony, including any confidential material, directly to the ALJ.  This will not reduce the number of copies to be filed with the Commission.  In addition, if OCC and/or Staff files Answer Testimony, then, at the time the Answer Testimony is filed, OCC and Staff will be ordered to provide a copy of its Answer Testimony, including any confidential material, directly to the ALJ.  This will not reduce the number of copies to be filed with the Commission.  

8. In view of the fact that the Motion is filed on behalf of all parties, no party will be prejudiced by granting the Request.  The Request will be granted, and response time to the Motion will be waived.  

II. ORDER
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. The Joint Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule is granted.  

2. The procedural schedule established in Decision No. C06-0078 is modified as set out in this Order.  

3. Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) will file, on or before February 17, 2006, supplemental testimony which contains additional information regarding the Gas Price Volatility Mitigation Plan for its Gas Department for the Gas Purchase Year July 1, 2006 though June 30, 2007.  

4. At the time the supplemental testimony is filed, Public Service shall provide a copy of its supplemental direct testimony, including any confidential material, directly to the Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  This will not reduce the number of copies to be filed with the Commission.  

5. If the Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) and Staff of the Commission (Staff) are not satisfied with the supplemental testimony and believe that hearing in this case is warranted, then OCC and/or Staff may file Answer Testimony on or before February 22, 2006.  

6. If OCC and/or Staff files Answer Testimony, then, at the time the Answer Testimony is filed, a copy of the Answer Testimony, including any confidential material, shall be provided directly to the ALJ.  This will not reduce the number of copies to be filed with the Commission.  

7. If Answer Testimony is filed, and only if Answer Testimony is filed, the hearing will proceed as scheduled on February 27, 2006.  

8. The Request for Waiver of Response Time is granted.  

9. Response time to the Joint Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule is waived.  

10. This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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�  The Commission issued an Erratum to this Notice on January 30, 2006.  The Erratum did not affect the relevant portions of the Notice.  


�  Based on this statement, the Administrative Law Judge concludes -- and now determines -- that the hearing will proceed only if Answer Testimony is filed.  
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