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I. by the commission
A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Notice of Filing submitted by Staff of the Commission (Staff), the Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC), and the Colorado Telecommunications Association (CTA) on November 17, 2006.  This docket concerns the adoption of permanent Rules Prescribing the Colorado High Cost Support Mechanism (CHCSM) and Procedures for Administration of the CHCSM Fund which implement the provisions of House Bill 05-1203 (Concerning the Equitable Distribution by the Public Utilities Commission of High Cost Support Mechanism Funding to Eligible Providers).
2. These parties submit the form we asked them to develop in Decision No. C06-1005, which adopted permanent rules.

3. The form sets forth investment and earnings information that will allow Staff and the OCC to evaluate how rural local exchange carriers use High Cost Support Mechanism funding, and whether these funds are being used pursuant to statute and the Commission’s rules.

4. Rural incumbent providers receiving CHCSM monies are required to submit the form on an annual basis pursuant to Commission rules.  These filings should allow Staff and the OCC to monitor the providers’ earnings, revenues, and investments.  The parties agreed on the content of this form, but also determined it necessary to create a separate form for average schedule companies and for cost companies.

5. We appreciate the parties’ willingness to develop the two forms, and accept them as sufficient for rural carriers to meet their filing obligations.

6. We note, however, that much of the information required by the forms is also submitted in annual reports.  In Decision No. C06-1005, we stated the following in paragraph 50:

This information should be additional information not already contained in a provider’s annual report required by rules 2006(a) and 2854, Eligible Telecommunications Carriers’ reports required by rule 2187, or information otherwise on file with the Commission.
7. Thus to the extent that information required by the forms is repetitive of the annual reports, carriers are free to refer to the source in their annual reports.

8. Nonetheless, because the parties have negotiated the contents of the forms, and because the forms are acceptable to all parties, we accept them for the purposes set forth in Decision No. C06-1005.

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The two one-page forms developed by Staff of the Commission, the Office of Consumer Counsel, and the Colorado Telecommunications Association are accepted for the purposes of meeting their obligations under Decision No. C06-1005.

2. To the extent that carriers are asked to submit information on the forms that is duplicative of information already submitted in their annual reports, carriers are free to refer to the location of that information in their annual reports instead of resubmitting that information.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
December 6, 2006.
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