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Adopted Date:  October 25, 2006

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statement, Findings and Conclusions

1. On October 24, 2006 Shamrock Charters, Inc., doing business as Shamrock Airport Express (Shamrock Airport Express), filed an application for emergency temporary authority to extend operations under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) PUC No. 49759 to include the transportation of passengers and their baggage in call-and-demand limousine service between all points within a fifteen-mile radius of the intersection of Mountain Avenue and College Avenue, in the City of Fort Collins, State of Colorado.
2. Shamrock Airport Express, under CPCN 49759, may provide scheduled and call-and-demand limousine service between points in Fort Collins, Loveland, and Longmont, on the one hand, and Denver International Airport on the other hand.
3. Dingo Travel, LLC filed an application for permanent authority with the Commission on August 11, 2006.  This application was noticed to the public as Docket No. 06A-450CP on August 21, 2006 in the Commission’s Notice Of Applications Filed.  The authority requested in this application reads as follows: “Transportation of passengers and their baggage in call-and-demand limousine service between all points in the City of Fort Collins, State of Colorado.”  Shamrock Taxi of Ft. Collins, Inc. filed an intervention to Docket No. 06A-450CP on September 20, 2006.  Shamrock Taxi of Ft. Collins, Inc. may provide, under CPCN 13043, taxi service between all points within a 20-mile radius of the intersection of College Avenue and Prospect Street in Ft. Collins.  Therefore, Shamrock Taxi of Ft. Collins, Inc. may provide taxi service between all points in the geographic area named in the application filed by Dingo Travel, LLC in Docket No. 06A-450CP.
4. The annual financial reports filed by both Shamrock Airport Express and Shamrock Taxi of Ft. Collins, Inc. for the year 2005 indicate that Thomas Hofmann is the president of each corporation.  
5. Pursuant to § 40-6-120(1), C.R.S., the Commission is authorized to grant temporary authority when "there appears to be an immediate and urgent need to any point or within a territory having no carrier service capable of meeting such need."  Section 40-6-120(4), C.R.S., further states: "If the Commission is of the opinion that an emergency exists, it may issue temporary authority or approval at once by making specific reference in its order to the circumstances constituting the emergency, in which case no notice need be given, but any such emergency authority or approval shall expire no later than thirty days after it was issued."

6. Shamrock Airport Express must meet a two-fold test: first, that there is an emergency need for the transportation services, and second, that there is no existing carrier capable of meeting the need.  If Shamrock Airport Express fails to meet either test, the application must be denied.
7. Robert Flynn the Operation Manager of Shamrock Airport Express included the following statement in support of this application “There is an urgent need for Emergency Temporary Authority approval for the proposed service since the weekend of October 27th and 28th will be extremely busy with Halloween parties and Old Town celebrations.  A call and demand limousine service is needed by the citizens of Fort Collins during special events and peak periods of customer demand such as late at night and after midnight on Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays.”
8. Seventeen form letters were submitted in support of this application.  Each form letter includes the statement “I am requesting that the PUC support Shamrock’s application to provide Call and Demand Limousine service in the City of Fort Collins.  A call and demand service provided by Shamrock Charters will provide a beneficial supplement to the existing taxi service currently provided by Shamrock Taxi of Fort Collins.  A Call and Demand Limousine service is needed by the citizens of Fort Collins during special events and during peak periods of customer demand such as late at night and after midnight on Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays.”
9. Thirteen of the letters were signed by individuals who indicate that their “company” is a bar and/or restaurant located in downtown Fort Collins.  The Commission will assume that these thirteen individuals are employees of the named bars and/or restaurants.
10. The Commission is aware that the demand for public transportation from or to bars and/or restaurants on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, increases during the period from approximately 9:00p.m. to 2:00a.m.  The application of Shamrock Airport Express states there is an additional need for transportation during this time period.  Shamrock Taxi of Ft. Collins, Inc. may provide call-and-demand taxi service in Fort Collins during this time period.  The letters submitted with this application appear to indicate that there is a need for another carrier to provide the service requested in this application and that Shamrock Taxi of Ft. Collins, Inc. may not be able to meet this need for additional transportation services.
11. The Commission finds that Shamrock Airport Express has shown that an emergency need for the requested transportation services exists, and that no other carrier is capable of providing the service.

12. Shamrock Airport Express has adequate equipment and financial resources to begin immediate service within the scope of the authority sought.

13. This application for emergency temporary authority is in the public interest.

14. Shamrock Airport Express is advised that the grant of an emergency temporary authority creates no presumption that either a temporary or permanent authority will be granted.

15. The grant of this application shall not be considered by the Commission in determining whether to grant or deny any applications filed by Dingo in Docket No. 06A-586CP or Docket No. 06A-450CP.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Shamrock Charters, Inc., doing business as Shamrock Airport Express is granted emergency temporary authority to extend operations under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 49759 for a period of 30 days commencing from the Mailed Date of this Order, with authority as set forth in the Appendix.
2. Shamrock Charters, Inc., doing business as Shamrock Airport Express shall operate in accordance with all applicable Commission rules and regulations.
3. Shamrock Charters, Inc., doing business as Shamrock Airport Express shall not commence operation until it has:  (a) paid to the Commission the applicable vehicle identification fee for each vehicle to be operated under authority granted by the Commission; (b) filed a tariff in compliance with applicable Commission rules; and (c) received notice in writing from the Commission that it is in compliance and may begin service.
4. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails this Order.

5. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN THE COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
October 25, 2006.
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________________________________


POLLY PAGE
________________________________


CARL MILLER
________________________________

Commissioners


L:\final\C06-1286_06A-578CP-EXT-ETA.doc:MSC
Transportation of passengers and their baggage in call-and-demand limousine service between all points within a fifteen-mile radius of the intersection of Mountain Avenue and College Avenue, in the City of Fort Collins, State of Colorado.
This emergency temporary authority is restricted 
� By this ruling we mean to preclude Shamrock from gaining any advantage over Dingo by filing an emergency temporary application after Dingo’s permanent application for the same authority.
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