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I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statement, Findings and Conclusions

1. On September 8, 2006, AEX, Inc., doing business as Alpine Express (Alpine Express), filed an application for permanent authority to extend operations under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) PUC No. 12750 by removing all of the current restrictions.  The entire authority, including restrictions, named in CPCN PUC No. 12750 reads as follows:  I.  Transportation, in call-and demand service, of parcels and packages between all points located within the area comprised of Crested Butte, Colorado, and a 10-mile radius thereof, and between said points, on the one hand, and Gunnison County Airport, Gunnison, Colorado, on the other hand.  II.  Transportation, in call-and-demand limousine service, of passengers and their baggage between all points located within a 10-mile radius of the intersection of Elk Avenue and Colorado State Highway 135 in Crested Butte, Colorado, and between said points, on the one hand, and on the other hand, the following:  a.  all points in the County of Gunnison, State of Colorado; b.  all points within a 10-mile radius of Colfax Avenue and Broadway in Denver, Colorado; c.  all points within a 10-mile radius of Mill and Main Streets, Aspen Colorado; d.  all points within a 10-mile radius of Nevada Avenue and Cache La Poudre Street in Colorado Springs, Colorado; and e.  all points within a 10-mile radius of U.S. Highway 50 and Colorado State Highway 789 in Montrose, Colorado.  III.  Transportation, in call-and-demand limousine service, of passengers and their baggage:  a.  between all points located within a 5-mile radius of the intersection of U. S. Highway 50 and Colorado State Highway 135 in Gunnison, Colorado; b.  between all points located within a 10-mile radius of the intersection of Elk Avenue and Colorado State Highway 135 in Crested Butte, Colorado, on the one hand, and all points located within a 10-mile radius of North Avenue and 12th Street in Grand Junction , Colorado, on the other hand; c.  between Gunnison, Colorado, on the one hand, and Grand Junction and Montrose, Colorado, on the other hand; d.  between Crested Butte, Colorado, and Mount Crested Butte, Colorado, on the one hand, and all points located within a 2-mile radius of the intersection of U. S. Highway 50 and Colorado Highway No. 135 in Gunnison, Colorado, on the other hand; e.  between Crested Butte, Colorado, on the one hand, and Mount Crested Butte, Colorado, and the Crested Butte Airport located approximately 3 miles southwest of Crested Butte, Colorado, on the other hand; and f.  between Mount Crested Butte, Colorado, on the one hand, and the Crested Butte Airport located approximately 3 miles southwest of Crested Butte, Colorado, on the other hand.  IV.  Transportation, in special bus service, of passengers and their baggage:  a.  between all points located within a 5-mile radius of the intersection of Elk Avenue and Colorado State Highway 135 in Crested Butte, Colorado, and between said points, on the one hand, and, on the other hand, points located within a 5-mile radius of the intersection of U. S. Highway 50 and Colorado State Highway 135 in Gunnison, Colorado, via Colorado State Highway 135 with the right to serve all intermediate points on said route; and b.  between all points located within a 5-mile radius of the intersection of U. S. Highway 50 and Colorado State Highway 135 in Gunnison, Colorado.  V.  Transportation, in charter service, of passengers and their baggage:  a.  between all points located within a 10-mile radius of the intersection of Colorado State Highway 135 and Elk Avenue in Crested Butte, Colorado, and between said points, on the one hand, and, all  points in Gunnison County, Colorado, on the other hand; b.  between all points located within a 5-mile radius of the intersection of Colorado State Highway No. 135 and Elk Avenue in Crested Butte, Colorado, and between said points, on the one hand, and the Colorado Springs Municipal Airport in Colorado Springs, Colorado, on the other hand; c.  between all points located within a 5-mile radius of the intersection of Colorado State Highway 135 and Elk Avenue in Crested Butte, Colorado, and between said points, on the one hand, and Stapleton Airport International Airport in Denver, Colorado, on the other hand; and d.  between all points located within the County of Gunnison, State of Colorado, on the one hand, and all points located within a 100 mile radius of the intersection of Colorado State Highway 135 and Elk Avenue in Crested Butte, Colorado, on the other hand.  VI.  Transportation, in taxi service, of passengers and their baggage between all points located within a 10-mile radius of the intersection of Elk Avenue and Colorado State Highway 135 in Crested Butte, Colorado, and between said points on the one hand, and on the other hand the following:  a.  all points in the County of Gunnison, State of Colorado; b.  all points within a 10-mile radius of Colfax Avenue and Broadway in Denver, Colorado; c.  all points within a 10-mile radius of Mill and Main Streets in Aspen, Colorado; d.  all points within a 10-mile radius of Nevada Avenue and Cache La Poudre Street in Colorado Springs, Colorado; and e.  all points within a 10-mile radius of U. S. Highway 50 and Colorado State Highway 789 in Montrose, Colorado.  VII.  Transportation, in sightseeing service, of passengers and their baggage between all points located within a 10-mile radius of the intersection of Elk Avenue and Colorado State Highway 135 in Crested Butte, Colorado, and between said points, on the one hand, and on the other hand, the following:  a.  all points in the County of Gunnison, State of Colorado; b.  all points within a 10-mile radius of Colfax Avenue and Broadway in Denver, Colorado; c.  all points within a 10-mile radius of Mill and Main Streets in Aspen, Colorado; d.  all points within a 10-mile radius of Nevada Avenue and Cache La Poudre Street in Colorado Springs, Colorado; and e.  all points within a 10-mile radius of U. S. Highway 50 and Colorado State Highway 789 in Montrose, Colorado.  VIII.  Transportation of passengers and their baggage, in call-and-demand limousine service, charter service, taxi service, and special bus service, between all points in the County of Gunnison, State of Colorado, on the one hand, and points within a 1-mile radius of Denver International Airport, upon the commencement of commercial operations, on the other hand.  IX.  Transportation, in scheduled service, of passengers, between points within a 5-mile radius of Main Street and Tomichi Avenue in Gunnison, Colorado, on the one hand, and points within a 5-mile radius of the intersection of Colorado State Highway 135 and Elk Avenue in Crested Butte, Colorado, on the other hand, via Colorado State Highway 135; serving all intermediate and off-route points within 2 miles of said route.  RESTRICTIONS:  This Certificate is restricted as follows:  A.  Items II(a), III(a), and IV are restricted to the use of vehicles with a passenger capacity of 66 or less, including the driver; B.  Items II, III(b), III(c), and VII are restricted to the use of vehicles with a passenger capacity not exceeding 15 plus the driver; C.  Item V(a) and VII are restricted against the use of vehicles with a passenger capacity of 32 or more; D.  Item III(b) III(c) are restricted to trips for the sole purpose of handling airline overflights that were destined to land in Gunnison, Colorado; and E.  Items V(b) and V(c) are restricted to rendering transportation service for only clients of Crested Butte Mountain Resort,  and to the use of vehicles with a passenger seating capacity of 40 or more.
2. The Commission noticed this application to all interested persons, firms, and corporations pursuant to § 40-6-108(2), C.R.S., on September 18, 2006.

3. No petition to intervene or otherwise participate in this proceeding has been filed.  This proceeding is uncontested.  Under § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., this matter may be determined without a hearing.

4. The information submitted with this application warrants the granting of the requested extension.

5. The present or future public convenience and necessity requires, or will require, the transportation service as requested.

6. Alpine Express is fit to perform the service as requested.

7. This application for permanent authority is in the public interest.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. This application was deemed complete on October 25, 2006 within the meaning of § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.

2. AEX, Inc., doing business as Alpine Express is authorized to extend operations under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 12750 as requested in this application.
3. The complete authority under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 12750, as extended, shall be as set forth in the Appendix.

4. Alpine Express shall not commence operation until it has:  (a) paid to the Commission the applicable vehicle identification fee for each vehicle to be operated under authority granted by the Commission; (b) filed a tariff in compliance with applicable Commission rules, with an effective date no earlier than ten days after filing; (c) paid the applicable issuance fee; and (d) received notice in writing from the Commission that it is in compliance and may begin service.
5. If Alpine Express does not comply with the requirements of this Order within 60 days of its effective date, then the authority to conduct operations shall be void.  For good cause shown, the Commission may grant additional time for compliance if the request for additional time is filed within the 60 days.

6. The 20-day time-period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, re-argument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails this Order.
7. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN THE COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
October 25, 2006.
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Transportation:  

(I)  in call-and demand service of parcels and packages between all points located within the area comprised of Crested Butte, Colorado, and a 10-mile radius thereof, and between said points, on the one hand, and Gunnison County Airport, Gunnison, Colorado, on the other hand;

(II)  in call-and-demand limousine service of passengers and their baggage between all points located within a 10-mile radius of the intersection of Elk Avenue and Colorado State Highway 135 in Crested Butte, Colorado, and between said points, on the one hand, and on the other hand, the following:  (a)  all points in the County of Gunnison, State of Colorado;  (b)  all points within a 10-mile radius of Colfax Avenue and Broadway in Denver, Colorado;  (c)  all points within a 10-mile radius of Mill and Main Streets, Aspen Colorado;  (d)  all points within a 10-mile radius of Nevada Avenue and Cache La Poudre Street in Colorado Springs, Colorado; and  (e)  all points within a 10-mile radius of U.S. Highway 50 and Colorado State Highway 789 in Montrose, Colorado;

(III)  in call-and-demand limousine service of passengers and their baggage:  (a)  between all points located within a 5-mile radius of the intersection of U. S. Highway 50 and Colorado State Highway 135 in Gunnison, Colorado;  (b)  between all points located within a 10-mile radius of the intersection of Elk Avenue and Colorado State Highway 135 in Crested Butte, Colorado, on the one hand, and all points located within a 10-mile radius of North Avenue and 12th Street in Grand Junction , Colorado, on the other hand;  (c)  between Gunnison, Colorado, on the one hand, and Grand Junction and Montrose, Colorado, on the other hand;  (d)  between Crested Butte, Colorado, and Mount Crested Butte, Colorado, on the one hand, and all points located within a 2-mile radius of the intersection of U. S. Highway 50 and Colorado Highway No. 135 in Gunnison, Colorado, on the other hand;  (e)  between Crested Butte, Colorado, on the one hand, and Mount Crested Butte, Colorado, and the Crested Butte Airport located approximately 3 miles southwest of Crested Butte, Colorado, on the other hand; and  (f)  between Mount Crested Butte, Colorado, on the one hand, and the Crested Butte Airport located approximately 3 miles southwest of Crested Butte, Colorado, on the other hand;

(IV)  in special bus service of passengers and their baggage:  (a)  between all points located within a 5-mile radius of the intersection of Elk Avenue and Colorado State Highway 135 in Crested Butte, Colorado, and between said points, on the one hand, and, on the other hand, points located within a 5-mile radius of the intersection of U. S. Highway 50 and Colorado State Highway 135 in Gunnison, Colorado, via Colorado State Highway 135 with the right to serve all intermediate points on said route; and  (b)  between all points located within a 5-mile radius of the intersection of U. S. Highway 50 and Colorado State Highway 135 in Gunnison, Colorado;

(V)  in charter service of passengers and their baggage:  (a)  between all points located within a 10-mile radius of the intersection of Colorado State Highway 135 and Elk Avenue in Crested Butte, Colorado, and between said points, on the one hand, and, all  points in Gunnison County, Colorado, on the other hand;  (b)  between all points located within a 5-mile radius of the intersection of Colorado State Highway No. 135 and Elk Avenue in Crested Butte, Colorado, and between said points, on the one hand, and the Colorado Springs Municipal Airport in Colorado Springs, Colorado, on the other hand;  (c)  between all points located within a 5-mile radius of the intersection of Colorado State Highway 135 and Elk Avenue in Crested Butte, Colorado, and between said points, on the one hand, and Stapleton Airport International Airport in Denver, Colorado, on the other hand; and  (d)  between all points located within the County of Gunnison, State of Colorado, on the one hand, and all points located within a 100 mile radius of the intersection of Colorado State Highway 135 and Elk Avenue in Crested Butte, Colorado, on the other hand;

(VI)  in taxi service of passengers and their baggage between all points located within a 10-mile radius of the intersection of Elk Avenue and Colorado State Highway 135 in Crested Butte, Colorado, and between said points on the one hand, and on the other hand the following:  (a)  all points in the County of Gunnison, State of Colorado;  (b)  all points within a 10-mile radius of Colfax Avenue and Broadway in Denver, Colorado;  (c)  all points within a 10-mile radius of Mill and Main Streets in Aspen, Colorado;  (d)  all points within a 10-mile radius of Nevada Avenue and Cache La Poudre Street in Colorado Springs, Colorado; and e.  all points within a 10-mile radius of U. S. Highway 50 and Colorado State Highway 789 in Montrose, Colorado;

(VII)  in sightseeing service, of passengers and their baggage between all points located within a 10-mile radius of the intersection of Elk Avenue and Colorado State Highway 135 in Crested Butte, Colorado, and between said points, on the one hand, and on the other hand, the following:  (a)  all points in the County of Gunnison, State of Colorado;  (b)  all points within a 10-mile radius of Colfax Avenue and Broadway in Denver, Colorado;  (c)  all points within a 10-mile radius of Mill and Main Streets in Aspen, Colorado;  (d)  all points within a 10-mile radius of Nevada Avenue and Cache La Poudre Street in Colorado Springs, Colorado; and e.  all points within a 10-mile radius of U. S. Highway 50 and Colorado State Highway 789 in Montrose, Colorado;

(VIII)  of passengers and their baggage, in call-and-demand limousine service, charter service, taxi service, and special bus service, between all points in the County of Gunnison, State of Colorado, on the one hand, and points within a 1-mile radius of Denver International Airport, upon the commencement of commercial operations, on the other hand; and
(IX)  in scheduled service of passengers, between points within a 5-mile radius of Main Street and Tomichi Avenue in Gunnison, Colorado, on the one hand, and points within a 5-mile radius of the intersection of Colorado State Highway 135 and Elk Avenue in Crested Butte, Colorado, on the other hand, via Colorado State Highway 135; serving all intermediate and off-route points within 2 miles of said route.
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