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ORDER shortening response time to interventions and denying shortened response time 

Mailed Date:    October 18, 2006

Adopted Date:  October 18, 2006

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement. Findings and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of two procedural matters in this docket.  The first issue to consider is whether to shorten response time to interventions filed in this matter on the Commission’s own motion.  The second issue regards a request for shortened response time filed by Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) to its Motion to Consolidate.  

2. On October 2, 2006, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service ) filed an application seeking approval of a solar energy purchase agreement with Sun E Alamosa1, LLC.  On October 13, 2006, Staff filed a Motion to Consolidate this docket with Docket No. 06A-478E, which is Public Service’s application for approval of its 2007 Compliance Plan.  As part of Staff’s Motion to Consolidate the two dockets, it requested to shorten response time to the motion to seven days.

3. Preliminarily, we find that the application contains all information required pursuant to Commission rules.  Therefore we will allow the application to be deemed complete upon its “auto-deem” date of October 31, 2006.  Further, regarding the petitions for permissive intervention filed in this docket, we find it necessary to shorten response time to those petitions for intervention to noon on October 23, 2006 in order to be able to rule on the various requests for intervention in this docket and Docket No. 06A-478E at our October 25, 2006 Commissioners’ Weekly Meeting.  We find this necessary because Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3-3655(c) establishes a 60-day approval period for these types of purchase agreements from the date the application is filed.

4. Given our procedural findings above, we find it problematic to grant Staff’s request for shortened response time to its Motion to Consolidate.  The parties seeking intervention will not have been granted intervenor status as of Staff’s proposed deadline of October 20, 2006.  Consequently, those parties would be legally precluded from filing a response to Staff’s motion.  Therefore, we deny Staff’s request to shorten response time to its Motion to Consolidate.  The 14-day response time to the Motion to Consolidate runs through October 27, 2006.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Response time to for the petitions for permissive intervention is shortened to noon, October 23, 2006.

2. Staff’s request to shorten response time to its Motion to Consolidate this docket with Docket No. 06A-478E is denied.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
October 18, 2006.
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