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IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF THE CITY OF FORT COLLINS, COLORADO FOR THE AUTHORITY TO MODIFY THE EXISTING RAILROAD SIGNAL SYSTEM FOR THE AT-GRADE CROSSING OF THE BURLINGTON NORTHERN SANTA FE RAILROAD COMPANY'S CROSSING ON HARMONY ROAD IN THE CITY OF FORT COLLINS, LARIMER COUNTY, COLORADO.
COMMISSION ORDER 
DEEMING APPLICATION COMPLETE
AND GraNTING APPLICATION 

Mailed Date:  October 11, 2006

Adopted Date: October 11, 2006
I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of an application filed by the City of Fort Collins (Fort Collins) on August 29, 2006 requesting authority to modify the existing railroad signal system to allow it to preempt a new Fort Collins crosswalk signal located less than 200 feet from the BNSF Railway Company (BNSF) crossing on Harmony Road, National Inventory No. 244620N, in Fort Collins.
2. The Public Utilities Commission (Commission) gave notice of this application to all interested parties, including adjacent property owners in accordance with § 40-6-108(2), C.R.S.  The Notice was mailed August 30, 2006.

3. On September 12, 2006, BNSF filed an Entry of Appearance and Notice of Intervention.  BNSF does not oppose or contest the granting of the Application and states the Commission may treat its appearance and intervention as withdrawn if no other interventions or protests resulting in a hearing are filed.

4. The Commission has reviewed the record in this matter and deems that the application is complete within the meaning of § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.

B. Findings of Fact

5. The Commission gave notice to all interested parties, including the adjacent property owners.  No intervention was received opposing the application.

6. Fort Collins proposes to install traffic signals at the pedestrian crossing located just east of the BNSF crossing with Harmony Road.  The installation of traffic signals at this pedestrian crosswalk requires Fort Collins to interconnect the pedestrian traffic controller with the railroad signal controller to preempt the pedestrian traffic signals when a train occupies the crossing.  The pedestrian signal will be preempted by the railroad signal and include a track clearance phase with the signal resting in red until the train has cleared the crossing.  

7. Fort Collins states existing average daily traffic volumes on Harmony Road are 28,500 vehicles per day (VPD) at 35 MPH with an increase to 32,000 VPD by 2010 and 57,900 VPD by 2030.  The BNSF runs six to eight trains per day at a maximum speed of 40 MPH with no projections for future growth at the crossing.  Fort Collins states construction will start around October 16, 2006 and be complete and fully operational around October 31, 2006.
8. Fort Collins estimates the total cost of construction and interconnection at $52,000 with Fort Collins paying 100% of the cost.  

9. Fort Collins will maintain the crosswalk signal, including the conduit and wire to the railroad signal controller at its expense and will install all signing and pavement markings needed for advance warning of the railroad crossing in accordance with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices requirements.
10. Our review of the application shows that Fort Collins has provided preliminary construction plans and preemption phasings, and that Fort Collins has not finalized preemption timings.  We will require Fort Collins to provide us with copies of the final construction plans and preemption timings for Staff review prior to operation of the pedestrian crosswalk.  

C. Conclusions

11. The Commission has jurisdiction in this matter under §§ 40-4-106(2)(a) and (3)(a), C.R.S.

12. No intervenor that filed a petition to intervene or other pleading contests or opposes the application.

13. Because the application is unopposed, the Commission will determine this matter upon the record, without a formal hearing under § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 1403, Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application is deemed complete within the meaning of § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.
2. The intervention filed by BNSF Railway Company (BNSF) is granted.

3. The application filed by the City of Fort Collins (Fort Collins) is granted.

4. Fort Collins is authorized and ordered to proceed with the pedestrian traffic signal interconnection with the BNSF railroad signal at Harmony Road, National Inventory No. 244620N.

5. Fort Collins is required to provide the final preemption times for Staff review prior to operation of the pedestrian traffic signal and to provide final copies of the construction plans. 
6. Fort Collins is required to maintain the crosswalk signal, including conduit and wire to the railroad signal controller at its expense and to install the appropriate signing and pavement markings in accordance with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.

7. Fort Collins is required to inform the Commission in writing that all crossing improvements are complete and that the crossings are operational within 10 days after completion.  We shall expect this letter sometime around October 31, 2006.  However, we understand this letter may be provided earlier or later than this date depending on changes or delays to the construction schedule.
8. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration, begins on the first day following the effective date of this Order.

9. The Commission retains jurisdiction to enter further required orders.

10. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
October 11, 2006
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