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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a petition filed by Qwest Corporation (Qwest), for a permanent waiver of Commission Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-2-2187(F)(II)(N).  Qwest also asks that the intervention period be shortened.
2. The rule requires Qwest to submit a Colorado-specific trial balance for the previous year in order to retain its designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier.  Qwest seeks a permanent waiver of this rule, and proposes to submit alternative information that will give Commission Staff the same ability to verify that universal support dollars are being used as intended.  We consider today what intervention period is appropriate for this petition since the deadline to submit the information required by the rule has expired (these reports are due no later than August 15 of each year, but Qwest received an extension through September 12).  
3. Because our rule requiring submission of a trial balance was somewhat controversial when passed, we believe the intervention period for this petition should be shortened, and should run until the close of business on September 27, 2006.  We will consider the merits of Qwest’s petition at a future meeting after the intervention period has expired.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Qwest Corporation’s (Qwest) request for shortened intervention period is granted.

2. The intervention period for this matter shall expire at the close of business on September 27, 2006.
3. The Commission will consider the merits of Qwest’s petition at a future meeting after the intervention period has expired.

4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
September 20, 2006.
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