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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On September 8, 2006 Qwest Corporation (Qwest) filed a Petition for Arbitration of an interconnection agreement with Eschelon Telecom, Inc. (Eschelon). Qwest states in this Petition that the timelines set forth in the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (Act) have been waived by the parties and Qwest and Eschelon have agreed that the arbitration window should begin September 8, 2006 and run though October 3, 2006.  Further, although the Act requires this Commission to issue its decision within nine months of the negotiation request, the parties have agreed to extend this deadline and have proposed a procedural schedule.  

2. We refer this matter to an Administrative Law Judge for hearing.  However, because of the time constraints contained in the Act, the parties’ proposed schedule, and pursuant to the provisions of § 40-6-109(6), C.R.S., we find that due and timely execution of our functions requires that the recommended decision of the Administrative Law Judge be omitted, and that we render an initial decision.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Commission will enter an initial Commission decision in this matter as allowed by § 40-6-109, C.R.S.  
2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
September 20, 2006.

	(S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


GREGORY E. SOPKIN
________________________________


POLLY PAGE
________________________________


CARL MILLER
________________________________

Commissioners


L:\final\C06-1110-06B-497T.doc:SP






2

_1171191204.doc
[image: image1.png]Lo




[image: image2.png]





 












