Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. C06-1019
Docket No. 06A-409G

C06-1019Decision No. C06-1019
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

06A-409GDOCKET NO. 06A-409G
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF EASTERN COLORADO UTILITY COMPANY FOR AN ORDER APPROVING ITS INITIAL CUSTOMER OPT-IN CONTRIBUTION MECHANISM PURSUANT TO THE TERMS OF THE LOW-INCOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE ACT.
COMMISSION ORDER 
GRANTING APPLICATION
Mailed Date:  September 5, 2006
Adopted Date:  August 30, 2006
I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statements and Findings of Fact 
1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of an application filed by Eastern Colorado Utility Company (Eastern) on July 21, 2006.  The application requests approval of Eastern’s application to implement a voluntary energy assistance program.  This program provides customers with an opt-in contribution mechanism on their monthly bill.

2. Eastern, a Colorado corporation, is a public utility subject to the jurisdiction of the Commission and provides natural gas sales service to customers in certificated areas within the State of Colorado.
3. The Commission issued notice of the application on July 25, 2006.  The notice directed any person desiring to intervene in or participate as a party in the proceeding to file appropriate pleadings to become a party within 30 days of the notice, or until August 24, 2006.
4. No request to participate in the docket was filed by August 24, 2006.  Therefore, the application is uncontested.  Accordingly, the application will be determined without a formal hearing in accordance with § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 1403 of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723‑1.

5. Commission Rule 4 CCR 723-4-4411 requires gas utilities doing business in Colorado to participate in an energy assistance program by providing the opportunity for utility customers to make an optional contribution when they pay their monthly bill.  These Commission rules were established as required by the Low-Income Energy Assistance Act, § 40-8.7-101, C.R.S. et seq. (the Act).  The Act also requires Energy Outreach Colorado to provide energy assistance to individuals and organizations in Colorado with contributions collected by the utilities.   
6. We find that Eastern has complied with the requirements of 4 CCR 723‑4-4411(d)(I) – Plan Implementation and Maintenance.  We therefore find that Eastern’s application is not contrary to the public interest, and grant the application.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application filed by Eastern Colorado Utility Company (Eastern or Company) is deemed complete.
2. The application is granted.

3. Eastern is authorized to implement a Voluntary Energy Assistance Program.  No later than September 1, 2006, the Company shall provide the opportunity for its customers to make an optional energy assistance contribution on the monthly remittance device.
4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date. 

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
August 30, 2006.
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