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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. In 1990, the Colorado Legislature established the Colorado Low-Income Telephone Assistance Program (Fund or LITAP), also called Lifeline.  See § 40-3.4-101, C.R.S., et seq.  In 1991, the Commission adopted Rules Prescribing the Procedures for Administering the Low-Income Telephone Assistance Fund (now codified at 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-2-2800).  Rule 2804 provides for the reimbursement to basic local exchange telecommunications providers from the Fund, as well as for the remittance of any excess collections by providers to the Fund.  In addition, Rule 2805(d) provides:

Upon collecting the uniform charge, each provider may retain, from the total charges collected, an amount sufficient to reimburse such provider for its provision of low-income telephone assistance.  If the total collected is in excess of the amount sufficient to reimburse the provider, the provider shall remit the excess to the Low-Income Telephone Assistance Fund.  If the total collected is insufficient to reimburse the provider, the provider shall request reimbursement from the State Treasurer, who shall debit the same to the Low-Income Telephone Assistance Fund.

2. The Commission has established the Fund in conjunction with the Colorado State Treasurer and is acting in the capacity of Administrator of the Fund.  In Decision No. C05-1483, the Commission ordered Qwest Corporation, in accordance with the terms of an Amended Settlement Agreement, to establish a trust fund under the Commission’s administration and control and deposit $5,500,000 for the purpose of distributing funds for the LITAP.

3. In Commission Decision No. C06-0164, the Commission set the LITAP uniform charge on each access line to zero starting April 1, 2006, and waived the requirement of Rule 2804(b) that requires calculation of amounts due for reimbursements annually.  Instead, reimbursements from the Fund shall be calculated bi-annually starting with the first quarter of 2006.  
4. We find that the following telecommunications providers are entitled to receive reimbursement for the provision of low-income telephone assistance in the amounts as stated for the period January 1, 2006 through June 30, 2006:

	Affinity Telecom
	 $        119.00 

	Bijou Telephone Coop. Association
	 $        333.50 

	Big Sandy Telecommunications, Inc.
	 $        793.43 

	Blanca Telephone Company
	 $     2,064.62 

	CenturyTel of Colorado
	 $     1,292.50 

	CenturyTel of Eagle
	 $   30,049.75 

	Columbine Telecom Company
	 $     1,552.85 

	Comcast Phone of Colorado
	 $     8,399.19 

	Delta County Telephone Company
	 $     7,978.60 

	Eastern Slope Rural Telephone Assoc.
	 $        987.00 

	El Paso County Telephone Co.
	 $     1,892.76 

	Falcon Broadband
	 $          15.90 

	Farmers Telephone Company
	 $        332.82 

	Grand Valley Telecommunications, Inc.
	 $          84.00

	Haxtun Telephone Co.
	 $        849.49 

	New Access Communications, LLC
	 $        117.00 

	Nucla-Naturita Telephone Company
	 $        718.90 

	Nunn Telephone Company
	 $          39.00 

	Peetz Co-Op Telephone Company
	 $       190.31 

	Phillips County Telephone Co.
	 $    1,534.55 

	Pine Drive Tel. Co. (J.E.D. Enterprises)
	 $       330.40 

	Plains Coop. Telephone Assoc., Inc.
	 $       607.45 

	Qwest Corporation
	 $540,424.35 

	Roggen Telephone Company
	 $         49.50 

	Rye Telephone Company
	 $       500.50 

	South Park, LLC
	 $           7.50 

	S&T Telephone Cooperative Assoc.
	 $         31.93 

	Strasburg Telephone Company
	 $       484.24 

	Sunflower Telephone Company, Inc.
	 $       235.66 

	Vycera Communications, Inc.
	 $       154.58 

	Wiggins Telephone Association
	 $       220.00 

	TOTAL
	 $602,391.28 


5. Erkal Vertan, LLC, doing business as EV Communications; NOS Communications, Inc.; and Union Telephone Company filed incorrect forms that calculated the surcharge per line at $0.07 while their customers were assessed the correct uniform charge of $0.00 for second quarter 2006.  This resulted in an overpayment of $15.89, $42.77, and $4.83, respectively, which shall be refunded.  

6. Xspedius Management Company Switched Services, LLC, doing business as Xspedius Communications filed an incorrect form that calculated the surcharge at $0.12 per line while its customers were assessed the correct uniform charge of $0.07 for first quarter 2006.  This resulted in an overpayment of $1,419.90.  The payment of $1,419.90 will be refunded to Xspedius Management Co. Switched Services, LLC.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Pursuant to § 40-3.4-108(1), C.R.S., and Rules 2804 and 2805 of the Commission’s Rules Prescribing the Procedures for Administering the Low-Income Telephone Assistance Fund, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-2, the providers listed below shall receive reimbursements from the Colorado Low-Income Telephone Assistance Program (Fund), totaling $602,307.28 for the period January 1, 2006 through June 30, 2006:
	Affinity Telecom
	 $       119.00 

	Bijou Telephone Coop. Association, Inc.
	 $       333.50 

	Big Sandy Telecommunications, Inc.
	 $       793.43 

	Blanca Telephone Company
	 $    2,064.62 

	CenturyTel of Colorado
	 $    1,292.50 

	CenturyTel of Eagle
	 $  30,049.75 

	Columbine Telecom Company
	 $    1,552.85 

	Comcast Phone of Colorado
	 $    8,399.19 

	Delta County Telephone Company
	 $    7,978.60 

	Eastern Slope Rural Telephone Assoc. 
	 $       987.00 

	El Paso County Telephone Co.
	 $    1,892.76 

	Falcon Broadband
	 $         15.90 

	Farmers Telephone Company
	 $       332.82 

	Grand Valley Telecommunications, Inc.
	 $         84.00

	Haxtun Telephone Co.
	 $       849.49 

	New Access Communications, LLC
	 $       117.00 

	Nucla-Naturita Telephone Company
	 $       718.90 

	Nunn Telephone Company
	 $         39.00 

	Peetz Co-Op Telephone Company
	 $       190.31 

	Phillips County Telephone Co.
	 $    1,534.55 

	Pine Drive Tel. Co. (J.E.D. Enterprises)
	 $       330.40 

	Plains Coop. Telephone Assoc.
	 $       607.45 

	Qwest Corporation
	 $540,424.35 

	Roggen Telephone Company
	 $         49.50 

	Rye Telephone Company
	 $       500.50 

	South Park, LLC
	 $           7.50 

	S&T Telephone Cooperative Assoc.
	 $         31.93 

	Strasburg Telephone Company
	 $       484.24 

	Sunflower Telephone Company, Inc.
	 $       235.66 

	Vycera Communications, Inc.
	 $       154.58 

	Wiggins Telephone Association
	 $       220.00 

	TOTAL
	 $602,391.28 


2. Erkal Vertan, LLC, doing business as EV Communications shall be reimbursed $15.89 from the Fund.

3. NOS Communications, Inc. shall be reimbursed $42.77 from the Fund.

4. Xspedius Management Company Switched Services, LLC, doing business as Xspedius Communications shall be reimbursed $1,419.90 from the Fund.

5. Union Telephone Company shall be reimbursed $4.83 from the Fund.

6. The Commission may enter subsequent orders should the amounts in this Order change.

7. The 20-day time-period provided for by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day after the effective date of this Order.

8. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
August 23, 2006.
	(S E A L)
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


GREGORY E. SOPKIN
________________________________


POLLY PAGE
________________________________



CARL MILLER
________________________________
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� See Docket No. 02I-572T, In the Matter of the Investigation Into Unfiled Agreements Executed by Qwest Corporation.
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