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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a motion to set time and place of public comment hearings filed by Ratepayers United of Colorado, LLC (Ratepayers) on August 1, 2006.  Ratepayers asks the Commission to set a firm date and place for public comment hearings in this docket so that interested persons can plan their schedules to attend.  It also seeks to have the Commission set several hearings in different locations served by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service).  Lastly, it asks that the public comment hearings be set after normal business hours to accommodate participation from those who work.

2. On August 15, 2006, Public Service filed a response to the motion.  Public Service recommends that a single public comment hearing be held in the Commission’s hearing room in Denver.  It states that most of its electric customers live within reasonable commuting distance of the Commission offices.  Public Service notes that the only exception would be for its customers in the Grand Junction area.  It recommends that if any hearing is held in Grand Junction that it be schedule in advance of the evidentiary hearings to allow time for the Commission, Public Service, and other interested persons to travel to and from Grand Junction.  Finally, it requests that the Commission remind all parties that persons who are represented by counsel in the evidentiary hearings are not entitled to also testify in the public comments hearings.

3. Historically, the Commission has set aside a portion of the first day of hearing in major cases for public comment.  In addition, the Commission has also traveled to locations outside of the Denver metro area to solicit public comment.  We find it proper to conduct two public comment hearings for this case—one in Denver and one in Grand Junction.  We agree with Ratepayers’ suggestions that these hearing be scheduled in the early evening hours so that working individuals can participate after their workday.  We also concur with Public Service that persons who are represented by counsel in the evidentiary hearings are not entitled to testify in a public comment hearing.

4. All individuals who have agreed to be represented by legal counsel in this proceeding shall have their concerns raised during the evidentiary hearings by their respective counsel.  The public comment hearings are intended for those members of the public who are not represented by counsel in this case.  Therefore, all parties to this matter shall notify their respective, individual members prior to the public comment hearings, that if an individual has agreed to be represented by legal counsel in this proceeding, he or she is precluded from making statements at a public comment hearing.

5. The public comment hearings are as follows:

DATE:
October 12, 2006

TIME:
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Old Courthouse Annex

Public Meeting Room

544 Rood Avenue

Grand Junction, Colorado
DATE:
October 23, 2006

TIME:
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A

Office Level 2 (OL2)

Logan Tower

1580 Logan Street

Denver, Colorado

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The motion to set time and place of public comment hearings filed by Ratepayers United of Colorado, LLC on August 1, 2006, is granted in part consistent with the discussion above.

2. A public comment hearing will be held in Grand Junction as follows:

DATE:

October 12, 2006

TIME:

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Old Courthouse Annex
 

Public Meeting Room
 

544 Rood Avenue
 

Grand Junction, Colorado
3. A public comment hearing will be held in Denver as follows:

DATE:

October 23, 2006

TIME:

4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A
 

Office Level 2 (OL2)
 

Logan Tower
 

1580 Logan Street
 

Denver, Colorado
4. All parties shall notify their respective members prior to the public comment hearings informing their individual members that if an individual has agreed to be represented by legal counsel in this proceeding, he or she is precluded from making statements at the public comment hearings.

5. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
August 16, 2006.
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