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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Motion for Extraordinary Protection filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on August 4, 2006.  Public Service seeks extraordinary protection for gas hedging information it included in its application to Revise Its Electric Commodity Adjustment (ECA) to be effective on August 18, 2006.

2. Public Service’s Electric Department Gas Price Volatility Plan includes the types of instruments Public Service intends to employ over the prospective year, the volumes it intends to hedge, and the price ranges Public Service will attempt to obtain through these hedge instruments.  It claims this information is highly sensitive commercial information, which if divulged could significantly adversely impact the ability of Public Service to arrange, in the competitive market, for reasonably priced hedge contracts.  Public Service indicates that Highly Confidential Exhibit No. 3 is the portion of the recently approved 2006-2007 Electric Department Gas PVM plan that affects the projection of the ECA for the remainder of calendar year 2006.

3. As indicated above, Public Service filed its motion concomitantly with its ECA filing on August 4, 2006.  Pursuant to Commission Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1400, the response time to motions is 14 days after service of the motion, “or such lesser or greater time as the Commission may allow …”  The Commission is scheduled to address the merits of Public Service’s ECA filing at our August 16, 2006 Weekly Meeting.  As a result, allowing the full 14-day response time to Public Service’s motion would allow us to consider the merits of the motion at our August 23, 2006 Weekly Meeting at the earliest.

4. Despite Public Service’s failure to request some form of expedited treatment of its Motion for Extraordinary Protection, in order to provide the necessary protection sought by Public Service and to eliminate the apparent gap in time during which any party could gain access to the information which Public Service seeks extraordinary protection, we will, upon our own motion, waive response time to the Motion for Extraordinary Protection and grant the Motion for Extraordinary Protection for Highly Confidential Exhibit No. 3 of the recently approved 2006-2007 Electric Department Gas PVM plan.

5. Further, Public Service failed to indicate the extent of the extraordinary protection it seeks.  Therefore, we assume and determine that the extraordinary protection will prohibit any party from access to the information except Commissioners, their legal and advisory staff, as well as Commission Staff, the Office of Consumer Counsel (should it intervene in this matter), and their respective legal counsels.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Motion for Extraordinary Protection for Highly Confidential Prospective Gas Hedging Information filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on August 4, 2006 is granted.

2. Upon the Commission’s own motion, response time to the motion is waived.

3. Access to the confidential information contained in Exhibit No. 3 of the 2006-2007 Electric Department Gas PVM plan is limited to Commissioners, Commission Staff, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (if it intervenes in this matter), and those parties’ respective advisory and legal counsel.

4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
August 9, 2006.
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