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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On [Month XX, 20XX]June 1, 2006, [Full Name of Company, Inc. making request]Aquila, Inc. (Aquila) filed a Petition for a Variance from Rule 3411(d) and Rule 4411(d), 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3 and 723-4.  These rules require electric and gas utilities to provide an opportunity for their customers to contribute an optional amount through the customers’ monthly billing statement.  These rules also require each utility to file an application, no later than June 1, 2006, which details the utility’s initial plan to implement and maintain a customer opt-in contribution mechanism pursuant to the provisions of the Low-Income Energy Assistance Act.  The Petition requests that the Commission allow Aquila an additional 30 days within which to submit its application.   

2.  Aquila notes that it is currently collecting and remitting low-income funds, but needs additional time to gather information and ensure that it incorporates all items required by the rules.

3. Rule 4 CCR 723-1-1003 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure allow for a waiver from the Commission’s rules. This rule states that:


[t]he Commission may grant waivers…from…Commission rules…for good cause.  In making its determination the Commission may take into account, but is not limited to, considerations of hardship, equity, or more effective implementation of overall policy on an individual basis.  The Commission may subject any waiver or variance granted to such terms and conditions as it may deem appropriate.  The Commission will not grant a waiver or variance if the grant would be contrary to statute.    
4. On June 14, 2006, the Commission adopted an order to shorten the notice period and the period for intervention in this matter until the close of business on June 21, 2006 (C06-0688Decision No. C06-0688).
5. No requests to intervene were filed.

6. We find good cause to grant Aquila’s motion for waiver.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The motion of Aquila, Inc. (Aquila) for an additional 30 days in which to file the initial application for the rules implementing the Low-Income Energy Assistance Act is granted.  
2. Aquila shall be permitted to file its plan on or before [Month XX, 20XX]July 1, 2006.  

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
June 28, 2006.
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