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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Motion for Waiver of Statutory Notice Provision of C.R.S. § 40-3-104, and for Authorization to Give an Alternative Form of Notice Pursuant to Rule 1003, filed by Routt County, Colorado on May 10, 2006.  We note that § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., permits the Commission to allow for an alternative form of notice upon application to the Commission, and construe Routt County’s motion as an application.

2. This matter concerns Routt County’s asserted need to raise its 911 surcharge from seventy cents to $1.25.  Routt County contends that the notice provisions contained in § 40-3-104, C.R.S., are too onerous.  Given that Routt County does not provide any service, or have customer lists for the several carriers that provide service in Routt County, it contends that providing notice through bill inserts as required by § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(A), C.R.S., in addition to publication in a newspaper would be a significant burden.  In addition, a significant number of homeowners live outside the county, and do not necessarily review the local newspaper.

3. Routt County suggests that it be allowed to provide notice in the legal notice section of the local newspaper.  We note that the increase sought here for the 911 surcharge is from seventy cents to $1.25, more than a 75 percent increase.  We also believe that few ratepayers scan the legal notices section on a regular basis.  Those homeowners who live outside the county that do review the paper are more likely to see a general advertisement than a legal notice.

4. We thus partially grant Routt County’s motion.  Routt County need not meet the bill insert requirement set forth in § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(A), C.R.S., but we do require Routt County to publish notice of the increase as set forth in that subsection.  Routt County shall publish notice of the increase in the Steamboat Pilot & Today, as it is set forth in Exhibit I of the motion, but the advertisement shall be 4 columns wide and 11 inches high and shall be published once each week for 2 successive weeks during the first 20 days of the 30-day period prior to the effective date of the surcharge increase.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The  Motion for Waiver of Statutory Notice Provision of C.R.S. § 40-3-104, and for Authorization to Give an Alternative Form of Notice Pursuant to Rule 1003 filed by Routt County on May 10, 2006, is partially granted.

2. Routt County shall publish notice as discussed above, in the Steamboat Pilot & Today, but need not include the bill insert required by statute.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
May 18, 2006.
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