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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings of Fact, and Conclusions
1. On May 15, 2006, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) filed an application for approval of alternative manner of notice.  The alternative manner of notice will cover a number of advice letters and tariff sheets that Public Service intends to file to implement the Commission’s new gas and electric rules pursuant to the overall repeal and reenactment effort by the Commission to revise and recodify the Commission rules in effect.  Such rules became effective pursuant to Decision No. C05-1081 on April 1, 2006.  
2. Public Service also requests that the Commission waive response time to this application for alternative manner of notice so Public Service can provide notice to its customers at the earliest practicable time.

3. Rule 1206(e) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, which governs the filing requirements of new or changed tariffs, requires any utility filing a tariff change other than one requesting less than statutory notice shall provide notice in accordance with § 40-3-104(1), C.R.S.  Under § 40-3-104(1), C.R.S., a utility is required to provide the Commission and the public at least 30 days’ notice prior to any change in any rate, proposed tariff, price list, or time schedule.  
4. Public Service plans to file its compliance advice letters and tariff sheets in one or more filings
 on or about June 1, 2006 to become effective on 30 days’ notice; however, Public Service proposes to provide the additional required notice by causing formal public notice of these advice letters and tariff sheets to be published in both The Denver Post and The Rocky Mountain News, two daily newspapers with the largest statewide circulation in Colorado.
5. The statute under § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., allows that “(u)pon application by the public utility, such other manner as the Commission may prescribe.”  Public Service’s proposed manner of notice constitutes a hybrid of the various alternative methods of notice set forth in the statute.  Public Service represents that providing notice to customers throughout the state by placing notice in newspapers with only local or regional circulation did not provide adequate, cost efficient notice.

6. Public Service acknowledges that it is only seeking an alternative form of notice, not approval of the actual contents of the notice.  Public Service states that the precise contents of the notice have not yet been determined, since Public Service has not yet finalized the advice letters and tariff sheets that it intends to file.  

However, this puts the Commission in an awkward position of having to pre-approve the notice without the benefit of first reviewing the contents of the notice.  In the normal 

7. course of business, the Commission would entertain alternative manner of notice for each filing, not for a group of six filings.  Given the nature of the filings and the fact that all six filings cover compliance advice letters and tariff sheets to implement the Commission’s new gas and electric rules, we would make an exception to approve the alternative manner of notice without reviewing the actual notices themselves.  However, we do not believe that identification of “sheet numbers and respective titles” as reflected in the sample notice attached to this application constitutes sufficient notice.  The Commission reminds Public Service that pursuant to Rule 1206(f)(II)(E), the newspapers notice should contain “a statement of the purpose of the application, including an explanation of the changes proposed.”

8. We approve a waiver of response time to allow Public Service to file its advice letters and tariff sheets on or about June 1, 2006.  We observe that a timely filing of the application for approval of alternative manner of notice would not require a waiver of response time.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application for alternative manner of notice, filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on May 15, 2006, for filing advice letters and tariff sheets in compliance with the Commission’s new gas and electric rules is approved. 
2. Public Service Company of Colorado’s request for waiver of response time is granted.
3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
May 24, 2006.
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� Six advice letter filings were identified in this application for alternative manner of notice.
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