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Adopted Date:  May 18, 2006
I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement
1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Motion for Extraordinary Protection for Highly Confidential Information in the Semi-Annual Progress Reports for the Comanche Project, filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on May 1, 2006.  Public Service seeks highly confidential status for certain information contained in its Semi Annual Progress Report for the Comanche Project, which is required to be filed pursuant to a Settlement Agreement approved by the Commission in Decision No. C05-0049.  

2. Public Service seeks highly confidential status for information in several categories.  First, Public Service requests extraordinary protection for information which sets forth the number of bids received for each vendor contract, the bid evaluation, why the winning bidder was selected, and the difference between the bid amount and the budgeted amount.  Next, Public Service seeks extraordinary protection for information that reveals actual contract language, specifically, the force majeure clauses that have been negotiated in the vendor contracts for construction of Comanche 3.  Finally, Public Service requests extraordinary protection for disaggregated budget and capital expenditure information, because the contract vendors working or bidding on the Comanche Project could glean from such information, the bid prices for which Public Service has sought protection above.  

3. We agree with Public Service that it is important to grant extraordinary protection to the specific information in the Semi Annual Progress Reports as enumerated above.  We agree that the information in question could inflate bid prices and result in increased costs for construction of Comanche 3, which in turn could be passed on to ratepayers.  Therefore, we find good cause to grant Public Service’s request for extraordinary protection for the information enumerated above in its Semi Annual Progress Report, including the Semi Annual Progress Reports on Comanche 3 that it will file in the future.  We are satisfied that Commission Staff and the Office of Consumer Counsel will have access to all information in the report, including the highly confidential information, and can seek appropriate relief should either party take issue with the information presented in the report.

4. Now, being fully advised in the matter, we grant Public Service’s request for extraordinary protection consistent with the discussion above.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:
1. The Motion of Public Service Company of Colorado for an Order Granting Extraordinary Protection for Highly Confidential Information in its Semi Annual Progress Reports for the Comanche Project is granted consistent with the discussion above.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
May 18, 2006.
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