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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. In Commission Decision No. C96-1235, Docket No. 95A-531EG, the Commission, among other things, instituted a performance-based regulatory plan for Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company), as part of its application to merge with Southwestern Public Service Company.  That performance-based regulatory plan included an annual earnings sharing mechanism.  Commission Decision No. C96-1235 further required Public Service to file an earnings test report by April 1 of each year, describing its earnings for the preceding year.  
2. On March 28, 2006, Public Service  filed a Motion for Extension of Time to File the 2005 Earnings Test Report and 2005 Quality of Service Plan Report.  The Company requested the entire timetable be delayed by up to 30 days to give Public Service more time to file the earnings test information and quality of service plan information from calendar year 2005.  Public Service further requests that the time required for the filing of the Commission Staff (Staff) report and for any other party to file a protest be likewise extended.  The Motion was granted in Commission Decision No. C06-0404, mailed on April 18, 2006.
3. On April 21, 2006, Public Service filed its 2005 Earnings Test Report.

4. Upon receipt of Public Service’s Earnings Test Report, Staff has until June 5, 2006 to file its report commenting on the Earnings Test Report.  We find it prudent to open a new docket to receive not only Staff’s report, but any other responsive filing by any party.  We note in Decision No. C03-0354, we found that a new docket was necessary for the Company to file its annual Earnings Test, rather than re-opening and utilizing Docket No. 95A-531EG.

5. Now, being fully advised in the matter, we open this docket for the purpose of addressing the 2005 earnings report filed by Public Service and all related matters.  Public Service’s 2005 earnings test report shall be filed in the instant docket, rather than Docket No. 95A-531EG.  The results of Staff’s investigation on the 2005 earnings report and all further pleadings and documents relating to Public Service’s 2005 earnings test report shall be filed in this docket.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. This docket is opened for the purpose of addressing the 2005 earnings test report filed by Public Service Company of Colorado and all related matters consistent with the above discussion.

2. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
May 10, 2006.
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