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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of an Application for an Expanded Local Calling Area for the Ordway Exchange (Application) filed by CenturyTel of Eagle, Inc. (CenturyTel). This Application was filed in compliance with Decision No. R05-1295 in Docket No. 05I-119T, mailed October 27, 2005. 

2. In this Recommended Decision, which then became the decision of the Commission by operation of law, the Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) found that a community of interest defined in 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-2-17.3
 and that the expansion of the existing local calling area to include local calling between the CenturyTel exchange of Ordway and the Qwest Corporation (Qwest) exchange of Pueblo is in the public interest. 

3. In that Recommended Decision the ALJ ordered CenturyTel to file an Application to effectuate this expansion within 120 days of the date of that Decision. This Application was to include:

(1)
A statement that the Commission, in Docket No. 05I-119T, has already determined that an expansion of the existing local calling area of CenturyTel’s Ordway Exchange and Qwest’s Pueblo Exchange is justified and, therefore, the application docket shall be restricted against the receipt of any evidence addressing whether these local calling areas should be expanded or against challenging the conclusions or content of CenturyTel’s customer survey;

(2)
This report by Staff in Docket No. 05I-119T shall be attached to CenturyTel’s application and shall be evidence in CenturyTel’s application;

(3)
A statement that the primary issues to be addressed in the application relate to cost recovery by CenturyTel and network implementation by both CenturyTel and Qwest;

(4)
A statement that Qwest is indispensable to the resolution of the issues presented in CenturyTel’s application and shall be made a party thereto;

(5)
A statement that upon entry of a final Commission decision on CenturyTel’s cost recovery request (whether that decision is a full grant, partial grant, or outright denial) and the network implementation issues applicable to both CenturyTel and Qwest, both parties shall file tariffs to effectuate the expansion of the Ordway Exchange and Pueblo Exchange, respectively.

4. Because the ALJ already determined that a community of interest exists between these two exchanges, the instant Application is restricted against the receipt of any evidence addressing whether these local calling areas should be expanded or against challenging the conclusions, or to contest CenturyTel’s customer survey which overwhelmingly approved of the expansion. Rather, this instant Application was ordered for the express purpose of addressing issues that relate to cost recovery by CenturyTel for the implementation of the expanded calling area.
5. CenturyTel states in the Application that while it will incur real costs associated with this implementation,
 it is not seeking recovery of those costs at this point in time. CenturyTel reserves the right, however, to bring its claim for cost recovery for implementation of the Ordway expanded local calling area either in a separate, independent proceeding at a later time, or aggregated with other claims in some future proceeding relating to the company’s revenue requirement or its entitlement to cost recovery for other investments. CenturyTel notes that we have addressed this type of allowance in the past concerning certain of Qwest’s local calling area expansions.
6. If the Commission agrees with this request, CenturyTel states that it can implement the expansion within 180 days of a Commission decision.

7. On April 20, 2006, Qwest filed a Notice of Intervention as a Matter of Right, or in the Alternative, Motion for Permissive Intervention. In this Notice, Qwest states that the ALJ’s Recommended Decision No. R05-1295 ordered CenturyTel to state in its Application that Qwest is indispensable to the resolution of the issues presented in CenturyTel’s Application and shall be made a party thereto. CenturyTel made such a statement in its Application. However, in the Commission notice of the Application, we simply set an intervention period and did not specifically name Qwest as an indispensable party. Qwest makes this filing as a matter of right to avoid any assertion that it has waived its right to participate in this proceeding. However, Qwest does not object to any part of the Application.
8. We find that CenturyTel’s Application is in compliance with the requirements of Decision No. R05-1295. Further, while we do not guarantee the recovery of CenturyTel’s implementation costs in the future, we do agree that CenturyTel may advocate for that recovery in a future proceeding. 

9. CenturyTel and Qwest are ordered to implement an expanded local calling area to include the Ordway and Pueblo exchanges within 180 days of the effective date of this decision. CenturyTel and Qwest shall file advice letters and tariff pages to effectuate these changes on not less than one day’s notice prior to the expiration of the 180th day. 

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. CenturyTel of Eagle, Inc.’s Application for Expanded Local Calling in the Ordway Exchange is granted.

2. CenturyTel of Eagle, Inc. and Qwest Corporation shall have 180 days from the effective date of this Decision to implement the expanded local calling between the Ordway and Pueblo exchanges.

3. CenturyTel of Eagle, Inc. and Qwest Corporation shall make tariff filings to implement this expanded local calling area on not less than one day’s notice.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
April 26, 2006.
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� The newly recodified rule is now found at 4 CCR 723-2-2309.


� CenturyTel’s cost study in the prior docket showed a potential rate increase of $0.08 per customer per month to recover the costs and lost toll revenue for this expansion.
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