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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Motion Requesting that the Commission Postpone its Deliberations in this Matter for at Least Two Weeks and for Waiver of Response Time (Motion), filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on April 20, 2006.  According to Public Service, as a result of certain developments regarding a potential settlement agreement with the Local Government Intervenors (LGI) over the week prior to the Commissioners’ Deliberation Meeting scheduled for April 21, 2006, it requests a postponement of deliberations on this matter.  
2. Now, being fully advised in the matter, we grant the Motion consistent with the discussion below.

B. Background
3. On March 22, 2006, Public Service, Commission Staff (Staff), the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC), and the City and County of Denver (Denver), filed a joint motion for approval of a partial stipulation and settlement agreement in this matter.  That settlement agreement addressed issues between Public Service, Staff, OCC, and Denver regarding regional electric distribution system reliability; electric service continuity and restoration thresholds; customer complaints; and telephone response times.  However, the settlement did not address those issues raised by the LGI in this proceeding.

4. We scheduled our deliberations meeting for April 21, 2006 to discuss the terms of the settlement agreement.  We also were to discuss the testimony and evidence regarding the proposed new performance measures and associated penalties proposed by LGI relating to street lighting and traffic signals; relocation of Public Service facilities; the process for estimating the cost for performing underground conversions under the 1 percent fund; and billing issues for street lighting service and maintenance.  Additionally, we were to consider the monitoring and reporting requirements on Public Service proposed by Western Resource Advocates regarding Public Service’s solar-rebate, demand side management and Windsource programs.

5. Public Service now requests additional time within which to approach the LGI and the City of Boulder to explore the potential for resolution of all or a majority of the issues raised by those two parties in this proceeding.  Public Service represents that it was unable to approach the parties prior to April 21, 2006 because counsel for LGI was out of the country.  

6. Public Service represents that time is not of the essence here because the deadline for a decision on its application is not until June 15, 2006.  If necessary, Public Service represents that it is willing to waive the statutory deadline.  Further, the Quality Service Plan at issue here will not take effect until January 1, 2007.  As such, Public Service states that no party should be prejudiced by the request for an extension of time for deliberations.

C. Analysis

7. We agree with Public Service that no prejudice will inure to any party to this matter by continuing deliberations to a later date.  While Public Service requests “at least” a two-week extension, it does not provide specifics as to how long it proposes the deliberations be continued.  In order to allow the parties adequate time to conduct negotiations, but still maintain some certainty, we require Public Service, the City of Boulder and the LGI to file an update on the progress or lack of progress of the negotiations by noon on May 8, 2006.  We also require that the parties provide an estimated date as to when negotiations will be completed, whether such negotiations are successful or not.  Based on the updated information, we will determine at our May 10, 2006 Weekly Meeting what date to reschedule deliberations.  

8. Therefore, we grant Public Service’s Motion.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Motion of Public Service Company of Colorado Requesting That the Commission Postpone its Deliberations in this Matter for at Least Two Weeks and for Waiver of Response Time is granted consistent with the discussion above.

2. Deliberations in this matter are continued indefinitely pending the outcome of settlement discussions.

3. Public Service Company of Colorado, the Local Government Intervenors, and the City of Boulder shall file a Joint Update of negotiations or a Settlement Agreement by noon on May 8, 2006.

4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ DELIBERATIONS MEETING
April 21, 2006.
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