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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On March 6, 2006, Verizon Avenue Corp. (Verizon or Company) filed its Application to Discontinue Telecommunications Services in Colorado, with a proposed effective date for discontinuance of May 1, 2006.

2. On March 9, 2006, Verizon filed a Motion for Waiver or Variance (Motion) from 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-25-7.6.  This motion was granted in Decision No. C06-0266 and allowed Verizon to modify its customer notice from what is required by  Commission rules.

3. Verizon received authority to provide local exchange and emerging competitive telecommunications services in Decision No. C03-1389.  The Company has effective tariffs on file with the Commission.  Verizon provides phone service to approximately 61 residential customers that are located throughout its service territory.  

4. The Company sent a notice to its customers related to its discontinuance by United States Mail, first class postage prepaid on March 24, 2006.  An affidavit affirming notice compliance along with a copy of the notice and a list of alternative providers was received by the Commission on April 4, 2006.  The notice provided an opportunity for submission of a written objection or intervention to the Commission by no later than April 17, 2006.  No objections or interventions were received by the Commission.  

5. The Commission recognizes the desire for Verizon to coordinate its discontinuance in multiple states with a scheduled termination of service by May 1, 2006.  The Company’s notice contains language that customers must select an alternative provider prior to May 1, 2006.

6. Verizon shall file an Advice Letter that cancels its effective tariffs on file with the Commission on one day’s notice.  This shall be accomplished as a compliance filing noting this Decision as its authority.  

7. The Commission has reviewed the application and has found that the actions outlined above are appropriate due to the specific circumstances of Verizon and is in the public interest.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application filed by Verizon Avenue Corp. to discontinue the offering of regulated telecommunications services is deemed complete and granted consistent with the discussion above.

2. The Company shall make an advice letter filing with the Commission on not less than one day’s notice that cancels all of its regulated services contained in its effective tariffs  stating that its authority to offer regulated telecommunications services will terminate on May 1, 2006.

3. Verizon shall remit all funds collected from its customers for the Low Income Telephone Assistance Program, Colorado High Cost Support Mechanism, and Colorado Telephone Relay Service funds to the corresponding administrators of these funds by no later than June 1, 2006.  It shall be responsible for making all other required filings, including an annual report for the period up until its discontinuance of service.

4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
April 19, 2006.
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