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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of the Motion of Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) for Commission Approval of Extension of Deadline for Wind Studies, filed on March 24, 2006.  
2. By Decision No. C04-0994, the Commission approved the Stipulation between Commission Staff and Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) with respect to the wind studies (Stipulation), with modification.  The Stipulation contained a requirement for Public Service to complete the wind studies by April 1, 2006.  However, in approving the Stipulation, we required Public Service to seek our approval for any extension of the April 1, 2006 deadline.  Public Service now requests that we extend this deadline by 30 days, to May 1, 2006.  

3. As grounds for this extension, Public Service maintains that the consultant hired to assist it in evaluating the studies found it more complex than first anticipated to analyze certain sensitivity cases.  Public Service further indicates that the extra time will also allow it to conduct power flow and stability analyses using the wind resources selected in the 2005 All-Source RFP, in addition to the wind resources selected from the 2004 Renewable RFP as required by the Stipulation.  

4. Public Service states that members of a technical review committee (TRC), that is working with the Company to conduct and review these wind studies also support this request for extension of time.
  

5. We find that Public Service demonstrates good cause for its proposed extension of time, and we therefore grant the motion.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Motion of Public Service Company of Colorado for Commission Approval of Extension of Deadline for Wind Studies, filed on March 24, 2006, is granted.

2. On or before May 1, 2006, Public Service shall file the wind studies as required by the Stipulation between Commission Staff and Public Service Company of Colorado.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
April 12, 2006.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


GREGORY E. SOPKIN 
________________________________


CARL MILLER
________________________________

Commissioners

COMMISSIONER POLLY PAGE
ABSENT.
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� The following TRC members support the motion for extension:  National Renewable Energy Laboratory, Oak Ridge National Laboratory, Utility Wind Integration Group, Independent Consultants/Wind experts, Office of Consumer Counsel, Staff of the Commission, and Western Resource Advocates.
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