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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Motion for Extraordinary Protection filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on March 13, 2006.  Public Service seeks extraordinary confidential protection to Highly Confidential Exhibit No. 9, which was provided to Commission Staff (Staff) and the Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) under seal and in conjunction with Public Service’s Report of Events that Led to Controlled Outages, which was also filed on March 13, 2006.  

2. Public Service requests that access to Highly Confidential Exhibit No. 9 be limited only to the Commissioners, members of the Commission Staff, members of the staff of the OCC, and the attorneys general representing the Commission, Staff, and the OCC.  Public Service further requests that all persons other than the Commissioners accessing this information sign and provide to Public Service’s counsel a non-disclosure agreement.  

3. According to Public Service, Highly Confidential Exhibit No. 9 contains the list of electric feeders that Public Service exempts from controlled outages, if possible, due to critical public health and safety concerns.  Customers served by those feeders include hospitals, airports, jails, and other service providers Public Service deems essential to the communities it serves.  Public Service indicates that for security reasons, it does not wish the identity or location of these electric feeders on the public record or revealed to persons other than those persons charged by law with preserving the adequacy and reliability of the electric utility system.

4. We agree with Public Service that safety and security concerns preclude revealing the identity or location of the electric feeders discussed above.  Allowing unfettered access to such information would compromise the security and safety of members of the community.  We therefore grant the relief Public Service seeks and grant extraordinary protection to Highly Confidential Exhibit No. 9 attached to Public Service’s Report of Events that Led to Controlled Outages.  

5. However, we note that, while Public Service requests that those members of Staff, OCC, and the Attorney General’s Office provided access to Highly Confidential Exhibit No. 9 sign non-disclosure agreements, Public Service failed to provide such non-disclosure agreements with its motion.  Therefore, we request that Commission Administrative Staff utilize the Commission’s standard non-disclosure agreement forms for authorized parties wishing access to Highly Confidential Exhibit No. 9.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Motion for Extraordinary Protection filed by Public Service Company of Colorado to Highly Confidential Exhibit No. 9 to the Report of Events that Led to Controlled Outages is granted consistent with the discussion above.

2. Access to Highly Confidential Exhibit No. 9 shall be limited to Commissioners, Commission Advisory Staff, Commission Staff, Staff of the Office of Consumer Counsel, and the attorneys general representing the Commission, Commission Advisory Staff, Commission Staff, and the Office of Consumer Counsel.

3. The parties identified in Ordering Paragraph No. 2 that wish access to Highly Confidential Exhibit No. 9 shall complete and sign a Commission standard Non-Disclosure Agreement, which will be placed in the official file of this Docket.

4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
March 15, 2006.
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