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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of: Petitions to Intervene timely filed on March 13, 2006 by Aquila, Inc. (Aquila) and Seminole Energy Services, LLC (Seminole); a Joint Petition to Intervene Late filed on March 14, 2005, by Kinder Morgan, Inc. and Rocky Mountain Natural Gas Company (KM), and request to waive response time; and a Notice of Intervention timely filed by the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC).  We also address an Unopposed Motion for Extension of Time to File Initial and Reply Briefs and for Waiver of Response Time, filed by Staff of the Commission (Staff) on March 14, 2006.  

2. Aquila and KM are natural gas utilities subject to Commission jurisdiction, and maintain Gas Cost Adjustment mechanisms that may be affected by the outcome of this proceeding.  KM also states that it is a transportation customer of Public Service Company of Colorado.  Seminole states that it is a marketer of natural gas and is a gas transportation customer of Public Service Company of Colorado.  Aquila, KM, and Seminole contend that they have a substantial interest in this proceeding, and will be affected by its outcome.  

3. We find that Aquila, KM, and Seminole state good cause to grant their respective petitions to intervene.  Therefore, we grant these petitions to intervene.  Further, we grant KM’s request to waive response time to its petition for late intervention.
4. The OCC timely filed its Notice of Intervention.

5. In its Motion for Extension of Time to File Initial and Reply Briefs, Staff requests that the Commission extend the filing dates for initial and reply briefs that were established in Decision No. C06-0150.  Staff requests the extension of time because of an unforeseen family emergency for its primary attorney in this case.  Staff proposes that the initial brief filing date be extended from March 20, 2006, to April 10, 2006; and that the reply brief filing date be extended from April 10, 2006, to April 24, 2006.  Staff states that it contacted the joint petitioners who initiated this docket, as well as all other interveners, and they indicated that they do not object to the extension of time or the dates proposed by Staff.
6. For good cause shown, we waive response time and grant Staff’s motion for extension of time to file initial and reply briefs.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Petition to Intervene in this docket filed by Aquila, Inc. is granted.

2. The Petition to Intervene in this docket filed by Seminole Energy Services, LLC is granted.

3. The Joint Petition for Leave to Intervene Late filed by Kinder Morgan, Inc. and Rocky Mountain Natural Gas Company is granted, and response time is waived.

4. The Colorado Office of Consumer timely filed its notice of intervention of right in this docket.

5. We grant Staff of the Commission’s Unopposed Motion for Extension of Time to File Initial and Reply Briefs, and waive response time.  All parties shall file initial briefs on or before April 10, 2006, and shall file reply briefs on or before April 24, 2006.  

6. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
March 15, 2006.
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