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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of Petitions to Intervene filed by Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. (CNG) and Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos) on March 6, 2006.  

2. These Petitions were filed in response to a Joint Petition for a Declaratory Order filed by Commission Staff (Staff) and Public Service Company of Colorado (PSCo) on February 6, 2006.  The petitioners sought a Declaratory Order regarding the proper forum to address issues affecting gas costs.  

3. As natural gas utilities subject to Commission jurisdiction, CNG and Atmos assert they are among the entities that Staff and PSCo have requested receive notice of this proceeding.  To the extent the Declaratory Order proceeding is intended to articulate the proper forum for addressing issues affecting gas costs on the utility’s system, Atmos and CNG represent that a determination of the issues raised in this docket will have a direct and substantial impact on them.  As such, Atmos and CNG maintain they each have a substantial interest in the subject matter of the proceeding pursuant to Commission Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-64(b).  

4. Atmos and CNG further represent that granting their respective interventions will not unduly broaden the issues in this proceeding since the matters in which Atmos and CNG may choose to address would pertain to issues raised by other parties or which are or may be inherent in this proceeding.  

B. Findings

5. We find that Atmos and CNG state good cause to grant their respective petitions to intervene.  Therefore, we grant the petitions to intervene of Atmos and CNG.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Petition to Intervene in this docket by Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. is granted.

2. The Petition to Intervene in this docket by Atmos Energy Corporation is granted.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
March 8, 2006.
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