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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On January 10, 2006 Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed an application to the Commission for an order approving the Energy Exchange Agreement between PacifiCorp and Public Service (the “Exchange Agreement”) and declaring that the Exchange Agreement is exempt from competitive acquisition under Rule 3611(f) of the Commission’s Least Cost Planning (LCP) rules; or in the alternative, waiving the competitive resource acquisition process requirements with respect to the Exchange Agreement or finding that the LCP rules do not apply to the transaction. In addition, Public Service respectfully requests that the Commission find that all power purchases made under the Exchange Agreement are exempt from the Company’s Trading Business Rules governing short-term energy purchase, and authorize the Company to recover the costs of all power purchases made under the Exchange Agreement through whatever mechanism the Commission approves for the recovery of long-term power purchases made during 2008 through 2014, the years when the exchange obligations under the Exchange Agreement will be in effect.
2. The Staff of the Commission, Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, Holy Cross Electric Association, Inc., LS Power Associates, LP, PacifiCorp, Climax Molybdenum Company and CF&I Steel LP timely filed notices of intervention.

3. Pacificorp filed a verified motion for admission of counsel pro hac vice and have adhered to all requirements in Rule 221.1 of the Colorado Rules of Civil Procedure.

4. The Commission will set the application for hearing because of the interventions.  Based on the significance of the request made by Public Service, the Commission will hear this case en banc.  As a result, the Commission will conduct a prehearing conference as follows:

DATE:
March 1, 2006

TIME:
1:30 p.m.
PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
Office Level 2 (OL2)
Logan Tower
1580 Logan Street
Denver, Colorado
5. It is the Commission’s intent to conduct the hearing in this matter prior to the hearings in Docket 05A-543E which are scheduled to commence on June 5, 2006. Therefore, the parties are encouraged to meet prior to the prehearing conference to determine if mutually agreed procedural matters (dates for filing testimonies; dates for hearing; whether there is a need for daily transcript and who shall pay; if, and how, electronic service of documents will be conducted for this case; dates for cutoff to discovery requests; and response and objection times for discovery requests, for example) can be reached.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The petition to intervene filed by Staff of the Commission, Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, Holy Cross Electric Association, Inc. LS Power Associates, LP, PacifiCorp, Climax Molybdenum Company and CF&I Steel LP are granted.

2. Pacificorp’s petition for admission of counsel pro hac vice is granted.

3. A prehearing conference is scheduled in this matter as follows:

DATE:
March 1, 2006

TIME:
1:30 p.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

1580 Logan Street, OL2

Denver, Colorado

4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
February 22, 2006.
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