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IN THE MATTER OF THE JOINT COMPETITIVE LOCAL EXCHANGE CARRIERS’ REQUEST REGARDING THE STATUS OF IMPAIRMENT IN QWEST CORPORATION’S WIRE CENTERS AND THE APPLICABILITY OF THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION’S TRIENNIAL REVIEW REMAND ORDER.
COMMISSION ORDER opening a
docket and allowing response
Mailed Date:  February 27, 2006
Adopted Date:  February 22, 2006

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Commission for the consideration of the Request for Commission Approval of Wire Center Lists filed on February 15, 2006 by Covad Communications Company, Eschelon Telecom of Colorado, Inc., McLeodUSA Telecommunications Services, Inc., and XO Communications Services, Inc. (Joint CLECs).

2. In this Request, the Joint CLECs request that we address a key issue arising from the Federal Communications Commission’s (FCC) Triennial Review Remand Order
 and the impairment analysis used to determine in which of Qwest Corporation’s (Qwest) wire centers competitive local exchange carriers (CLECs) will continue to be able to purchase high capacity unbundled loops and in which they will not. 

3. The Joint CLECs request that we adopt an approach similar to the one adopted by the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission for reviewing incumbent local exchange carrier determinations of non-impairment, including:  1) the development of a list of non-impaired wire centers and a process for updating that list; 2)  the entry of a protective order and further order requiring Qwest to provide certain wire center data to CLECs and the Commission; and 3) if necessary, the opening of an investigatory docket or the investigation of this issue in Docket No. 04M-111T.
4. We agree with the Joint CLECs that a review of Qwest’s process for assigning wire centers to a non-impairment list is an issue that we should review. We make no decision at this time, however, how this review should take place. Rather, we now open a miscellaneous docket and ask that Qwest respond to the Joint CLECs’ letter in the standard 14-day response time, in this case by March 1, 2006. After we review Qwest’s response, we will determine the best way to proceed on this matter.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Docket No. 06M-080T is opened for the purpose of providing insight into the development of a list of non-impaired wire centers in Qwest Corporation’s serving territory and the underlying data used to develop and update that list.

2. Qwest Corporation shall respond to Covad Communications Company’s, Eschelon Telecom of Colorado, Inc.’s, McLeodUSA Telecommunications Services, Inc.’s, and XO Communications Services, Inc.’s request letter by March 1, 2006.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
February 22, 2006.
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� In re Unbundled Access to Network Elements, FCC 04-290, WC Docket No. 04-313 and CC Docket No. 01-338, Order on Remand, rel. Feb. 4, 2005.
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