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COMMISSION ORDER granting rate proposal

Mailed Date:  March 1, 2006

Adopted Date:  February 22, 2006

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On January 23, 2006, Tazco, Inc. doing business as Sunshine Taxi, Inc. (Sunshine Taxi), filed 4th Revised Page 4 to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 3.  In 4th Revised Page 4, Sunshine Taxi proposes to increases the rates for the transportation of passengers in taxi service between points in the Grand Junction and Mesa County, Colorado area.  The revised tariff page is to become effective on February 23, 2006.

2. Sunshine Taxi may provide taxi service in the Grand Junction and Mesa County, Colorado area under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) PUC No. 19429.

3. Sunshine Taxi, in its 4th Revised Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 3, proposes the following changes to taxi rates and fares:  1) the flag-drop charge for the first mile is increased from $2.75 to $3.50;  2) the charge for each additional mile is increased from $2.10 to $2.50;  3)  the charge for each additional passenger after the first passenger in increased from $ .60 to $ .75; and  4) the per minute charge for waiting time is increased from $ .35 to $ .50.

4. The rate increases proposed by Sunshine Taxi in this tariff filing were discussed at the Commissioner’s Weekly Meeting on February 15, 2006.  Sunshine Taxi’s tariff filing was carried over for a recommendation at the Commissioner’s Weekly Meeting of February 22, 2006.
5. The rate increases proposed by Sunshine Taxi in this tariff filing were again discussed at the Commissioner’s Weekly Meeting on February 22, 2006.  At this meeting Staff of the Commission recommended that the tariff filings be allowed to become effective by operation of law.  Commissioner Polly Page and Commissioner Carl Miller agreed to accept the recommendation.  Chairman Gregory Sopkin opposed the recommendation.  Chairman Sopkin’s dissent is included in this Order.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The rate proposal filed by Tazco, Inc. doing business as Sunshine Taxi, Inc. in 4th Revised Page 4 to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 3 will be allowed to become effective by operation of law.

2. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails this Order.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
February 22, 2006.
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CHAIRMAN GREGORY E. SOPKIN
DISSENTING.




CHAIRMAN GREGORY E. SOPKIN DISSENTING:  

1. I dissent to today's decision allowing Sunshine Taxi a permanent rate increase based, at least in part, on higher fuel costs that Sunshine Taxi does not pay.  My dissent is based on the same reasoning I provided in Docket No. 05M-544CP (Decision No. C05-1513, issued January 12, 2006).  Though Sunshine Taxi is a much smaller company than Colorado Cab Company, the same principles apply.  

2. Carriers that use higher fuel costs as a basis for a permanent increase should be expected to be responsible for these fuel costs, not their drivers.  So long as they are not, this Commission will be faced with the same repeated requests for rate increases with an illusory and unenforceable promise that the resulting increased revenues will find their way to drivers by adjusting (or not adjusting) lease payments, which carries its own set of presumptions and assumptions.  If the Commission were to deny these requests based on legal principle, this recurring problem would be corrected in short order: the companies would be forced to assume responsibility for fuel costs, to the benefit of its drivers, and the Commission would have a legitimate basis to increase rates.  
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