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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Background and Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a joint petition for declaratory judgment filed by Public Service Company of Colorado and Commission Trial Staff on February 7, 2006 pursuant to Commission Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-60.
2. The parties ask the Commission to determine the appropriate forum for consideration of several categories of issues affecting gas rates.  The parties filed this motion as a result of a settlement agreement in Docket No. 05S-264G approved by the Commission in Decision C06-0086, issued on February 3, 2006.  The parties have agreed that this matter may be determined through the submission of briefs only.  The parties have served the petition on other utilities regulated by the Commission but ask that the Commission issue formal notice to all Colorado gas utilities and other interested parties, and set a schedule for all parties to submit opening and response briefs.
3. The Commission will accept the Joint Petition for Declaratory Judgment and opens this Docket No. 06D-053G for its consideration.  We provide this Decision No. C06-0150 as notice to all Colorado gas utilities and other interested parties, allowing 20 days from the Mailed Date of this Order for intervention.  Interventions will be due by close of business March 13, 2006.  This Order with regard to the intervention period supersedes the Notice of Application Filed mailed February 15, 2006.  We will set the following briefing schedule:
All Parties shall file Opening Briefs by 
March 20, 2006

All Parties shall file Response Briefs by
April 10, 2006

B. Conclusion

4. The Commission will decide this matter because we believe that it is important for parties appearing before the Commission to understand what types of issues may be addressed in different types of proceedings, that is, what types of costs should be included in gas cost adjustment dockets and rate cases, and how transportation costs should be addressed.  All parties shall submit briefs by close of business on the dates listed in ¶ 3 above.
II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Commission accepts the Joint Petition for Declaratory Judgment and opens this Docket No. 06D-053G for its consideration as discussed in ¶¶ 1 through 4 above.

2. Parties desiring to intervene shall do so within 20 days of this Order’s effective date, in this instance by March 13, 2006.

3. Opening briefs shall be due from all parties by close of business March 20, 2006.

4. Response briefs shall be due from all parties by close of business April 10, 2006. 

5. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
February 15, 2006.
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