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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of Public Service Company of Colorado’s (Public Service or Company) Advice Letter No. 1448 – Electric.  This Advice Letter seeks to implement an Interim Renewable Energy Standard Adjustment; establish interim changes to residential Photovoltaic Service (Schedule RPV) and Commercial Photovoltaic Service (Schedule CPV); and to implement a new Net Metering Service (Schedule NM).  By Decision No. C06-0016, the Commission suspended the tariffs and set a prehearing conference for February 16, 2006.
2. On February 14, 2006, Public Service filed a Motion for Expedited Approval of Stipulation and Settlement Agreement, Request that the Commission Issue Notice of Deliberation Meeting and Request for Waiver of Response Time along with the a proposed Stipulation and Agreement in Resolution of Proceeding (Settlement).  Public Service states that the Settlement is supported by the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC), Colorado Soar Energy Industries Association (CoSEIA), Ken Regelson, and Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff).  The Company also claims that Aquila, Inc. (Aquila), CF&I Steel, L.P., Climax Molybdenum Company (CF&I/Climax), and Western Resource Advocates (WRA) do not oppose the Commission approving the Settlement.

B. Findings

3. The following parties filed interventions in this case:   Aquila, CF&I/Climax, OCC, CoSEIA, Ken Regelson, Staff, and WRA.  We find good cause to grant these interventions.

4. Considering the expedited nature of this proceeding and the apparent consensus among the parties, the Commission will grant the request for waiver of response time.  However, we deny the request for the Commission to take evidence on and rule upon the proposed Settlement at the prehearing conference.  There has been an inadequate amount of time from the filing of the Settlement to the prehearing conference for the Commission to adequately prepare for an evidentiary hearing on the proposed Settlement.  Nonetheless, we grant the request for an expedited hearing.  A hearing on the proposed Settlement will be held as follows:

DATE:
February 17, 2006

TIME:
2:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

1580 Logan Street, Office Level 2

Denver, Colorado

5. At the prehearing conference, we distributed questions on the proposed Settlement to the parties and expect them to be prepared to answer those questions at the hearing.  The questions are included as Attachment A to this Order.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The interventions filed by Aquila, Inc., CF&I Steel, L.P., Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel Colorado, Soar Energy Industries Association, Climax Molybdenum Company, Ken Regelson, Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, and Western Resource Advocates are granted.
2. Waiver of response time to the Motion for Expedited Approval of Stipulation and Settlement Agreement, Request that the Commission Issue Notice of Deliberation Meeting filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on February 14, 2006, is granted.
3. The Request that the Commission Hold an Evidentiary Hearing on February 16, 2006 is denied.
4. The Motion for Expedited Approval of Stipulation and Settlement Agreement, Request is granted.
5. A hearing on the proposed settlement will be held as follows:

DATE:
February 17, 2006

TIME:
2:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

1580 Logan Street, Office Level 2

Denver, Colorado

6. The parties should come prepared to answer the questions included with this Order as Attachment A and any other questions the Commission may have.

7. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ PREHEARING CONFERENCE
February 16, 2006.
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