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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On January 17, 2006, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) filed an application for approval of its gas department 2006 through 2007 gas price volatility mitigation (GPVM) Plan.  Public Service filed this application with an expedited proposed procedural schedule, pursuant to settlements adopted by the Commission in Decision No. C04-1112 in Docket No. 02A-267G (Settlement) establishing the requirements for the GPVM Plan.  

2. As a result of discussions with Staff of the Commission (Staff), Public Service has agreed to modify its proposed procedural schedule including, inter alia, the proper accounting of time for the ten-day shortened notice period.  Further, in order to avoid the need to file an additional motion for the procedural modifications under a tight timeline, Public Service requested Staff to represent at the Commission’s weekly meeting that Public Service has agreed to the changes.  The modified procedural schedule, however, requires a Commission decision on or before April 1, 2006, which is the first hedging month under the GPVM Plan.   The modified proposed procedural schedule sets the following dates:

January 17, 2006
Application and GPVM Plan filed

January 25, 2006
Approval of ten-day shortened notice and modified proposed procedural schedule

February 6, 2006
Deadline for petitions to intervene or notice of intervention of interested persons

February 13, 2006
Answer Testimony filed

Week of February 27, 2006
Evidentiary Hearing

March 22, 2006
Commission Decision

3. Because time is of the essence, we refer this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for hearing.  Further, because of the time constraints contained in the Settlement, we find that pursuant to § 40-6-109(6), C.R.S., due and timely execution of our functions requires that the ALJ’s Recommended Decision be omitted, and that the Commission issue an initial decision based on the findings of the ALJ.

4. Any person other than Staff wishing to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding shall file a petition for leave to intervene or, under the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, file any other appropriate pleading to become a party on or before the date the intervention period expires, in this instance February 6, 2006.  Staff shall be a party to the proceeding and is directed to file a Rule 9(d) notice under the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, on or before the February 6, 2006 date.  If a person does not wish to intervene or become a party, but wishes to file comments, that person may send written comments addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, Office Level 2 (OL2), 1580 Logan Street, Denver, Colorado 80203.

5. Contemporaneous with this application, Public Service has also filed an application for approval for its electric department 2006-2007 GPVM Plan.  For efficiency, we will set the same hearing date for both.  While we find it efficient to hold hearings on both plans together, we note that by such action, we do not intend that these two dockets be consolidated.  Even though both dockets involve gas hedging, the underlying applicability is for two different energy utility services.  To the extent intervenors may raise distinct issues regarding gas hedging and/or the underlying gas and electric operations in separate dockets, we find that the two dockets should remain separate.

6. We find good cause to grant Public Service’s request to adopt the modified proposed procedural schedule.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. A notice of the filing of the Gas Price Volatility Mitigation Plan for its gas utility operations by Public Service Company of Colorado, for the period July 1, 2006 through June 30, 2007 is commenced by this Order and Notice.

2. Staff of the Commission shall be a party to this proceeding and shall file a Rule 9(d) notice under the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, on or before the date the intervention period expires.

3. Answer testimony by intervenors shall be filed on or before February 6, 2006.

4. The Commission orders this application be set for hearing to enable trial advocacy staff and/or interested parties to conduct an investigation into the Gas Price Volatility Mitigation Plan.  If trial advocacy staff and/or interested parties have issues, concerns, or recommendations regarding the plan, a hearing will go forward on any issues identified; if not, the docket will be closed.

5. This matter is hereby referred to an Administrative Law Judge for hearing. 

6. The hearing in this matter is scheduled as follows:

DATE:
February 27, 2006

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

1580 Logan Street, OL2

Denver, Colorado

7. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
January 25, 2006.
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