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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. Pursuant to Commission Decision No. C05-1116, issued September 16, 2005, a prehearing conference to establish further procedural schedules was set for December 21, 2005 at 1:30 p.m.  A prehearing conference was held at the designated place and time.  At that prehearing conference, the parties in attendance agreed to the scope of this docket, as well as a desired outcome and a schedule for the filing of briefs.  Pursuant to the discussions at that prehearing conference, the following matters were resolved.

2. The parties in attendance agreed that the scope of this proceeding includes three parts.  The baseline issue to be resolved is whether this Commission has jurisdiction to issue a decision regarding the proper category of wholesale rates competitive local exchange carriers (CLECs) are to be charged by Qwest Corporation (Qwest).  

3. If the Commission does indeed have such jurisdiction, the next issue to be resolved is the methodology for determining which wholesale rates Qwest must make available to CLECs.  In other words, must it charge wholesale rates under the “just and reasonable” standard found at 47 U.S.C. § 271 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (Act), or must it charge Total Element Long-Run Incremental Cost rates pursuant to 47 U.S.C. §§ 251(b) and (c) of the Act?

4. Upon a determination of what wholesale rates Qwest may charge CLECs, the final issue to be resolved is whether a new docket should be opened to consider testimony and evidence to set costing and pricing of Qwest’s wholesale rates at issue in this docket.  

5. The parties have further agreed upon a briefing schedule to address these issues.  The first round of briefs shall be due by the close of business on February 10, 2006.  Answer briefs shall be due by the close of business on March 23, 2006.  Any party to this matter must file a motion requesting a hearing no later than close of business on April 3, 2006.  We will allow the customary 14-day response time to any such motion for hearing and address the merits of a motion for hearing as soon as possible after the 14-day response period expires.  

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Initial briefs addressing the issues identified above shall be filed by the close of business on February 10, 2006.

2. Responses to initial briefs shall be filed by the close of business on March 23, 2006.

3. Any motion requesting a hearing on this matter shall be filed by the close of business on April 3, 2006.

4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN PREHEARING CONFERENCE 
December 21, 2005.
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