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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On November 18, 2005, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) filed an application seeking a Commission order granting it a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to exercise franchise rights in the Town of Watkins, Colorado.  The Commission noticed this application on November 22, 2005 to all interested persons, firms, and corporations.  In addition, Public Service noticed this application in the Eastern Colorado News on November 18, 2005.  No timely petitions to intervene or notices of intervention were filed, and thus the application was uncontested.  

2. At the Commissioners’ Weekly Meeting on December 14, 2005, the Commission deemed the application complete.  Under Rule 70 of our Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) had until December 27, 2005 to timely file its intervention.

3. On December 30, 2005, Staff filed Motion of Staff for Leave to Intervene and Enter Appearance Out of Time (Motion).   Within the Motion, Staff states that the record in this case should clearly identify the authorized gas service territories which exist today since both Public Service and Eastern Colorado Utilities provide natural gas service within the Town of Watkins.  According to Staff, it has issued audit requests to both utilities in order to obtain whether there is any discrepancy or disagreement between the two utilities; however, as of December 30, 2005, no responses have been received. 

4. On January 10, 2006, Public Service filed a response to Staff’s motion to intervene and stating that it did not object.

5. Now being duly advised on this matter, we grant Staff’s motion to intervene out of time.  We also assign this matter to an Administrative Law Judge for disposition.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The motion of Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission for leave to intervene and enter appearance out of time filed on December 30, 2005 is granted.

2. The application by Public Service Company of Colorado for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to exercise franchise rights in the Town of Watkins is referred to an Administrative Law Judge for hearing.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
January 11, 2006.
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