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IMPORTANT NOTICE:  ANY PERSON DESIRING TO PARTICIPATE ONLY BY MAKING A STATEMENT MAY DO SO BY APPEARING AT THE HEARING.  IF YOU DESIRE TO ASK QUESTIONS OF A WITNESS OR OTHERWISE PARTICIPATE AS A PARTY IN THIS RATE MATTER, YOU MUST REQUEST PERMISSION FROM THE COMMISSION TO BE AN INTERVENOR (EVEN IF YOU HAVE ALREADY FILED AN OBJECTION).  ANYONE DESIRING TO INTERVENE MUST CAREFULLY FOLLOW THE LAW AND COMMISSION RULES FOR BECOMING AN INTERVENOR.  FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON HOW TO INTERVENE CALL (303) 894‑2070 (PUC EXTERNAL AFFAIRS OFFICE).

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On December 15, 2005, Comcast Phone of Colorado, LLC (Comcast) filed a petition seeking a waiver of the requirements of Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-2-17.1.14 relating to the offering of stand-alone basic local exchange service (Petition).  The Petition included a request for shortened notice to 10 days from the standard 30-day notice.  On December 21, 2005, the Commission granted Comcast’s request for a shortened notice period of ten days, in Decision No. C05-1493.

2. On January 3, 2006, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) filed a Response, Notice of Intervention of Right, Entry of Appearance and Request for Hearing in response to Comcast’s Petition (Response).  The OCC’s Response requests that the Commission either deny Comcast’s Petition or set the Petition for a hearing, on the ground that Comcast has failed to show good cause that a waiver of 4 CCR 723-2-17.1.14-- “all telecommunications service providers shall offer Basic Local Exchange Service … by itself as a separate tariff offering”--is in the public interest.

3. Under § 40-6-109, C.R.S., § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S., and Commission Rule 4 CCR 723-1-59, the Commission may set the Petition for hearing.  

B. Findings of Fact

4. The Commission will set the proposed Petition for expedited hearing.  A pleading to intervene may be filed by any person, firm, or corporation desiring to be a party and fully participate in this proceeding, as ordered below.  

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Petition seeking a waiver of the requirements of Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-2-17.1.14 relating to the offering of stand-alone basic local exchange service (Petition) filed by Comcast Phone of Colorado, LLC (Comcast), is be set for expedited hearing before the Commission as follows:

DATE:
January 26, 2006

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

1580 Logan Street, Office Level 2

Denver, Colorado

2. Any person, firm, or corporation, including any who have previously filed a document protesting the Petition, who desires to intervene and participate as a party in this proceeding shall file a motion to intervene with the Commission within ten days after the Mailed Date of this Decision, and shall serve a copy of the motion on Comcast’s attorney of record.

3. Written exhibits and written direct testimony shall not be required.  Oral testimony and presentation of evidence shall be provided at the hearing.  Entities participating in the hearing shall file a Trial Data Certificate identifying witnesses who will testify at the hearing by close of business January 18, 2006. 

4. Discovery and rulings on objections will be handled on an expedited basis, no later than five calendar days for response and objections.

5. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
January 11, 2006.
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________________________________
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