Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. select paragraph, F9 to update Decision No.
Docket No. 05S-369ST

R05-1363-IDecision No. select paragraph, F9 to update Decision No.
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

05S-369STDOCKET NO. 05S-369ST
RE: THE INVESTIGATION AND SUSPENSION OF TARIFF SHEETS FILED BY PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO WITH ADVICE LETTER NO. 94.

INTERIM ORDER OF
administrative law judge
G. Harris Adams
modifying procedural schedule

Mailed Date:  November 21, 2005

I. statement

1. On August 3, 2005August 3, 2005, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed Advice Letter No. 94-Steam94-Steam.  By Decision No. C05-1046 (Mailed Date of September 2, 2005), the Commission suspended the advice letter and set this matter for hearing before an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ). 

2. The Commission suspended the effective date of the tariffs filed by Public Service, on August 3, 2005, with Advice Letter No. 94-Steam, for 120 days.  Further, it recognized that the effective date of the tariffs may be further extended for an additional 90 days, until April 1, 2006.  Decision No. C05-1046 at ¶3.

3. On October 20, 2005, Public Service filed its Unopposed Motion to Vacate Hearing Date and to Establish a Revised Procedural Schedule and Request for Waiver for Response Time.  The unopposed motion proposes that a three-day hearing commence on February 13, 2006, leaving only approximately 44 days for post hearing procedures, the Commission’s deliberative process and the issuance of a decision.

4. By Decision No. R05-1296-I, the ALJ expressed concern that the timeline contemplated by the unopposed motion would not allow the Commission adequate time for its decisionmaking process and set a hearing on the motion to commence on November 4, 2005.    

5. At the assigned time and place the ALJ conducted a hearing on the motion.  After argument of counsel as well as review of the ALJ’s concerns, the parties requested that the hearing be continued to November 7, 2005 at 11:30 a.m. to allow counsel and the parties to confer.  The parties also requested that the hearing resume telephonically.  Good cause having been shown, the ALJ granted the request, continued the hearing, and resumed the hearing telephonically at the assigned time. 

6. Appearances at both portions of the hearing were entered on behalf of Public Service; Staff of the Commission; the Denver Building Owners and Managers Association; and the U.S. General Services Administration, Public Buildings Service, Rocky Mountain Region.  

7. During the hearing on the motion, the parties proposed a new procedural schedule for this proceeding:  

Answer Testimony of Staff




& Intervenors Due



January 9, 2006

Rebuttal/Cross-Answer Testimony Due
January 26, 2006

Hearing




February 15-17, 2006

Statements of Position


February 24, 2006

Recommended Decision will issue

March 10, 2006

Exceptions to Recommended select paragraph, F9 to update Decision No.Decision
March 30, 2006
Responses to Exceptions


April 6, 2006
 

8. In order to accommodate the parties’ proposed procedural schedule, Public Service represented that it would amend the effective date of the tariffs that accompanied Advice Letter No. 94 – Steam such that the 210-day suspension period allowed for by § 40-6-111(1)(b), C.R.S., would expire on May 1, 2006.  In order to avoid further procedural modifications, the Company should file that amendment within 14 days of the effective date of this order.

9. Responses and objections to discovery on answer testimony shall be served within seven calendar days.  Response and objections to discovery on rebuttal testimony and cross-answer testimony shall be served within five calendar days.  Response time to any motion to compel discovery will be shortened to five calendar days.

Parties agreed that testimony and exhibits are to be served via hand delivery the day of the filing with the Commission and that non-confidential electronic versions of the testimony and exhibits shall be sent via email to the parties.  The parties shall complete service of all testimony and exhibits by hand delivery on the day of the filing with the Commission and through electronic means.  Any other non-confidential Commission filings shall be served in accordance with Commission rules and through electronic means.  To the extent possible, parties shall serve electronic documents in Adobe Portable Document Format (PDF).  Parties shall provide the e-mail addresses of individuals who are to receive electronic copies.
  Each party shall also file with the Commission an electronic copy of its testimony and exhibits on a 3.5” floppy disk or CD ROM in both the underlying executable electronic format and 

10. Adobe PDF format.
  Any stipulations or settlement agreements, along with any associated testimony or exhibits, shall also be filed electronically.

11. Having already filed its direct testimony and exhibits in this case, Public Service shall serve electronic versions of the testimony and exhibits previously filed with the Commission to the parties, the ALJ, and Advisory Staff within 14 days of the effective date of this order.  The testimony and exhibits shall be in the form described above.

Each party that proposes an alternative revenue requirement or rate design must  file, in electronic format, the financial model(s) it uses in support of the testimony.  If a party’s case changes in subsequent testimony based on updated modeling, or if the model needs to be updated for any other reason, the party shall file a new model and any supporting testimony as soon as is practical.

Any party that proposes a revenue requirement or rate design shall provide, in hard copy and electronic format, the average customer impacts of their proposed case, both in dollars and in percentages, for both the average month and peak month.  The parties shall use the average and peak usage filed by Public Service.  Additionally, such party shall at least provide the monthly bill impacts in the same form and detail included in Exhibit No. DJS-2 to the Direct Testimony and Exhibits of Public Service witness Donna J. Sipes.  Consequently, Public Service shall file its average and peak monthly customer usage within 14 days of the effective date of this order.  Public Service shall also file, within 14 days of the effective date of this order, a spreadsheet which calculates the average customer financial impact of the rates proposed in its direct case, in hard copy and executable electronic format, based on average and peak usage.  

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The hearing in this docket currently scheduled to commence on December 22, 2005 is vacated.

2. The following procedural schedule will be adopted for this proceeding:

Date



Event
January 9, 2006

Answer Testimony and Exhibits of Staff of the 
 



Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) and
 



Intervenors due

January 26, 2006

Applicant rebuttal and intervenor 
  



cross-answer testimony and exhibits due

3. The hearing on this matter is scheduled as follows:

DATES: 
February 15, 16, and 17, 2006

TIME:

9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

 
1580 Logan Street, OL2
 

Denver, Colorado

4. Statements of Position will be due on February 24, 2006.

5. In accordance with § 40-6-114, C.R.S., exceptions shall be due within 20 days from service of the Recommended Decision.  Responses to any exceptions filed shall be due within 27 days from service of the Recommended Decision.

6. In order to accommodate the forgoing procedural schedule and avoid further procedural modifications, Public Service should amend the effective date of the tariffs that accompanied Advice Letter No. 94 – Steam within 14 days of the Mailed Date of this Order. 

7. Parties shall file testimony, exhibits, and stipulations and settlements with the Commission in both hard copy and executable electronic format, consistent with the above discussion.

8. Public Service shall serve electronic versions of the testimony and exhibits (including cost of service study model(s)) previously filed with the Commission, consistent with the above discussion, within 14 days of the effective date of this Order.    

9. Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) shall file its projected average month and peak month consumption quantities of steam customers on Public Service’s system, to be used for the purposes of calculating the customer’s bill impacts of parties’ proposals. Public Service shall file this information with the Commission within 14 days of the Mailed Date of this Order, consistent with the above discussion.

10. Parties shall provide service of process, as discussed above.

This Order shall be effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


G, HARRIS ADAMS
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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� Parties shall include the following ALJ and Advisory Staff email addresses in this service list:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:bob.bergman@dora.stte.co.us" ��bob.bergman@dora.state.co.us�; � HYPERLINK "mailto:frank.Shaffer@dora.stte.co.us" ��frank.Shafer@dora.state.co.us� and �HYPERLINK "mailto:harris.adams@dora.state.co.us"��harris.adams@dora.state.co.us�


� For purposes of this Order, executable electronic filings shall be made in the document’s underlying file format (Excel, Word, or WordPerfect, for example).  All spreadsheets should have the various cell formula or links left intact; i.e., cell formulas should not be converted to values.  To the extent exhibits cannot be provided in an executable electronic format, a listing of such exhibits should be provided identifying those that cannot be so provided.   In order to minimize the size and allow electronic text searches of the PDF files, all PDF files should be generated from the electronic base format where possible, but can be generated as a scanned image if the base document is not available electronically.
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