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I. statement  
1. On August 26, 2005, Qwest Corporation (Qwest) requested that the Commission mediate Qwest's interconnection agreement (ICA) with Ruby Ranch Internet Cooperative Association (Ruby Ranch).  Qwest made this request pursuant to Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-45-3.1  

2. By Decision No. C05-1057 the Commission granted that request and referred this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for mediation.  The Order commenced this docket.  

3. The undersigned ALJ is assigned to mediate this matter.  

4. As a general matter, this mediation will be conducted pursuant to the provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 252(a)(2) and Rule 4 CCR 723-45-4.2.  That Rule states, in relevant part, that mediation sessions will be scheduled promptly and will continue  

until:  (a) all outstanding issues are settled; (b) a Party makes a written declaration that the mediation proceedings are terminated; or, (c) the [mediator] makes a written declaration that further efforts at mediation are no longer worthwhile.  

5. To discuss the mediation and attendant issues, the ALJ held a conference by telephone on September 21, 2005.  Both Qwest and Ruby Ranch (collectively, parties) participated through their duly-authorized representatives.  

6. At the conference, the following occurred:  (a) Qwest and Ruby Ranch each indicated its willingness to participate in the mediation, agreed to mediate in good faith, and identified the person(s) with authority to make binding agreements on its behalf; (b) the parties identified, at least preliminarily, the issues which each believes ought to be mediated; (c) the parties agreed to an extension of the arbitration window (see 47 U.S.C. § 252(b)(1)) in order to proceed with this mediation process;
 (d) the parties agreed to a process by which each party will make its position on the issues to be mediated known to the ALJ; (e) the parties agreed to two mediation sessions, with additional sessions to be scheduled as necessary; (f) the initial mediation sessions were scheduled for October 4 and 6, 2005, to be held in Dillon, Colorado; and (g) each party identified the person(s) who will participate in the mediation on its behalf.  

7. The parties agreed to the following process:  On or before September 26, 2005, Ruby Ranch will provide (by electronic service) its list of issues to the ALJ and to Qwest.  On or before September 30, 2005, Qwest and Ruby Ranch will each provide only to the ALJ a confidential statement in which the party sets out its "best offer" or "bottom line position" with respect to the issues.
  As this mediation is not an on-the-record proceeding, the parties are advised that none of these submissions is to be filed with the Commission.  

8. As this is a mediation, no unauthorized person may attend; and the sessions will not be recorded.  

II. ORDER
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. The parties shall follow the schedule for submission of documents as set out in ¶ 7, above.  

2. Mediation is scheduled in this proceeding as follows:  

DATES:
October 4 and 6, 2005  

TIME:

10:00 a.m. on each day  

PLACE:
Conference Room  
 

Law Offices of Oppedahl & Larson, LLP 
 

256 Dillon Ridge Road 
 

Dillon, Colorado

3. The mediation is not an on-the-record proceeding.  No unauthorized person may attend, and the sessions will not be recorded.  

4. This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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�  Qwest will develop the language by which to accomplish this result and will provide a letter agreement for Ruby Ranch to review.  


�  In view of the limited time between submission of the confidential statements and commencement of the mediation, the ALJ requests that she receive these statements no later than close of business on September 30, 2005.  
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