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I. statement

1. On April 14, 2004, Public Service Company of Colorado (PSCo), filed Advice Letter No. 1430-Electric.  Appended to the Advice Letter were new tariff pages.  

2. By Decision No. C05-0560, the Commission suspended the effective date of the proposed tariff changes to and including September 12, 2005; stated that, by an additional Order the suspension period could be extended to and including December 11, 2005; set this matter for hearing on August 22, 2005; established an intervention period; and established a procedural schedule.  

3. Staff of the Commission (Staff) filed a timely intervention and requested a hearing in this matter.  PSCo and Staff are the only parties in this proceeding.  

4. PSCo was to file its direct testimony and its exhibits on June 23, 2005.  It did not do so.  

5. On June 23, 2005, PSCo filed a Motion to Delay Hearing and Extension of Time to File All Direct Testimonies and Exhibits (Motion).  In that filing PSCo represents that the parties are engaged in settlement discussions and that those discussions, if fruitful, will resolve at least some of the issues in this proceeding.  In addition, PSCo represents that it has filed a Verified Petition for Declaratory Order; that that Petition was filed in this docket originally; and that the Commission has elected to give that Petition a separate docket number.  As a result, according to PSCo, it needs additional time to prepare its testimony and exhibits in this docket.  To obtain the additional time, PSCo asks that the hearing be rescheduled to September 12, 2005 and that the date for filing its direct testimony and exhibits be set for July 14, 2005 (60 days prior to the September hearing).  Staff does not oppose the proposed schedule changes.  

6. The Motion states good cause, and granting it would not prejudice any party.  Nonetheless the Motion will be denied.  Pursuant to Decision No. C05-0560, the tariff sheets which accompanied Advice Letter No. 1430-Electric can be suspended, at most, until December 11, 2005.  The September hearing date proposed by PSCo in the Motion does not leave sufficient time for the Administrative Law Judge to issue a recommended decision, for exceptions and response to exceptions to be filed, and for a Commission decision on exceptions before the expiration of the suspension period.  Because the Motion did not indicate that PSCo would file to change (or has filed to change) the effective date (and thus allow for an extension of the suspension period) of the tariff sheets at issue in this matter, the Motion must be denied in order to allow the Commission sufficient time to render a decision within the current suspension period (that is, on or before December 11, 2005).  

7. In light of the Motion's being denied, PSCo will be ordered to file its direct testimony and exhibits on or before June 30, 2005.  

8. Because Staff does not oppose the Motion, response time to the Motion will be waived.  

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:  

1. The Motion to Delay Hearing and Extension of Time to File All Direct Testimonies and Exhibits filed by Public Service Company of Colorado is denied.  

2. Response time to the Motion to Delay Hearing and Extension of Time to File All Direct Testimonies and Exhibits is waived.  

3. Public Service Company of Colorado shall file its direct testimony and exhibits on or before June 30, 2005.  

4. This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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