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I. STATEMENT

1. These consolidated dockets concern tariff revisions proposed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) in its Advice Letter No. 1421-Electric and Advice Letter No. 631-Gas.  These matters are currently scheduled for hearing on May 4, 2005.  See, Decision Nos. R05-0264-I and R05-0401-I.

2. On April 18, 2005, the Staff of the Commission (Staff) filed an Unopposed Motion to Approve Stipulation and Settlement Agreement in Resolution of Proceeding (Motion) and Waive Response Time (Motion for Waiver).  The Motion requests approval of a Stipulation and Agreement in Resolution of Proceeding (Stipulation) entered into between Public Service, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC), and Staff.
  A copy of the Stipulation is attached to the Motion.

3. The Motion for Waiver requests that response time to the Motion be waived since all parties are in agreement as to the relief requested therein.  Good grounds having been shown, the Motion for Waiver will be granted.

4. The Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) assigned to these matters has several questions relating to the Stipulation and/or the tariff sheets attached thereto.
  However, he does not feel it is necessary to conduct a hearing for the purpose of addressing the same and, instead, believes that the parties’ written responses to these questions will be sufficient.  Therefore, the May 4, 2005, hearing date will be vacated, and the parties will be directed to provide written responses to the questions set forth in paragraphs 5 through 10 below on or before May 6, 2005.

5. The following statement is contained in Paragraph 4 on page 6 of the Stipulation:  "Prorating will not be applicable to the monthly service and facility charge for the final bill if notice to discontinue service is received by the Company within four (4) days of the end of the customer's monthly billing period."  Will Public Service use (a) the date of "notice" to discontinue service, or (b) the date service is discontinued to determine if prorating is applicable to the monthly service and facility charge?  Explain how the monthly service and facility charge for the final bill is determined if a customer notifies Public Service three days before the end of his/her monthly billing period that he/she wants his/her service discontinued in 14 days.

6. The following statement is contained in Paragraph 4 on page 6 of the Stipulation:  "Public Service should provide a final bill based on a direct meter reading when:  (1) The customer desires to provide his/her own meter reading provided no meter reading has been made in the last (30) days…"  Tariff Sheet Nos. R20 and R9 contain the following language:  “If the Company has read the meter within the past thirty days, the Company will advise the customer to select one of three options to determine the final bill consumption. ... The second option is for the customer to read their meter on the day of termination and send or call in that information to the Company.”  Why does the Stipulation state that a customer may read his/her own meter "if no meter reading has been made in the last 30 days" but the proposed tariff allows a customer to read his/her own meter "if the Company has read the meter within the past thirty days?"

7. Footnote 6 on page 6 of the Stipulation refers to a “Stop Bill Check process."  Please describe this process.

8. Footnote 9 on pages 6 and 7 of the Stipulation states that "Public Service, however, will continue to provide a final meter read for electric customers with interval data meter."  Why will Public Service provide a final meter read for electric customers with interval data meters?

9. The following statement is contained in Paragraph 7 on page 8 of the Stipulation:  “The process by which estimation will occur is outlined in the Direct Testimony supplied by Mr. Kevin Lawless.…"  Will the estimation and prorating process be documented such that all Public Service employees will have a common understanding of this process?  If not, please explain how the information will be provided so as to ensure that the process is commonly understood.  If so, please explain how that documentation will be provided to PSCo employees?

10. Tariff Sheet Nos. R20 and R9 use the terms "terminate service" and "day of termination."  Do these terms differ from the terms "discontinue service" and "date to discontinue service" used in Tariff Sheet No. R23?  If so, please explain the difference.  If not, please explain why a consistent set of terms was not used.

II. ORDER
A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion to Waive Response Time to the Unopposed Motion to Approve Stipulation and Settlement Agreement in Resolution of Proceeding filed by the Staff of the Commission is granted.

2. The Unopposed Motion to Approve Stipulation and Settlement Agreement in Resolution of Proceeding filed by the Staff of the Commission is held in abeyance pending receipt of written responses to the questions posed in Section I, Paragraphs 5 through 10 of this Interim Order.  Such responses shall be provided on or before May 6, 2005.

3. The hearing of this matter, currently scheduled for May 4, 2005, is vacated.  

4. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


DALE E. ISLEY
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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� PSCo, OCC, and Staff are collectively referred to herein as the “parties.”


� These dockets were originally assigned to ALJ Marquez but have recently been reassigned to ALJ Isley. 
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