Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. R05-0195-I
Docket No. 03P-232G

R05-0195-IDecision No. R05-0195-I
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

03P-232GDOCKET NO. 03P-232G
IN THE MATTER OF GAS PURCHASE PLANS AND GAS PURCHASE REPORTS FOR AQUILA, INC., DOING BUSINESS AS AQUILA NETWORKS-PNG, FOR THE GAS PURCHASE YEAR FROM JULY 1, 2003 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2004.  

interim order of 
ADMINISTRATIVE law Judge 
mana l. jennings-fader 
requiring filing

Mailed Date:  February 15, 2005

I. statement
1. By Decision No. C05-0075 the Commission established a prudence review proceeding for Aquila, Inc., doing business as Aquila Networks-PNG (Aquila), for the natural gas purchases made by Aquila in the period July 1, 2003 through June 30, 2004.  In addition, that decision made Staff of the Commission (Staff) a party in this matter.  

2. Decision No. C05-0075 also established a 30-day intervention period which has expired.  Review of the Commission file reveals that no person intervened or moved to intervene.  Thus, the only parties in this matter are Aquila and Staff.  

3. The Commission scheduled the hearing in this matter for May 3, 2005 but did not establish a procedural schedule.  The Commission referred this proceeding to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for hearing.  

4. It is necessary to establish a procedural schedule which will allow for the filing of testimony and exhibits in advance of the scheduled hearing.  Aquila and Staff, therefore, will be ordered to develop a procedural schedule which includes:  (a) date by which Aquila will file its direct testimony and exhibits; (b) date by which Staff will file its answer testimony and exhibits; (c) date by which Aquila will file its rebuttal testimony and exhibits; (d) date by which each party will file its corrected testimony and exhibits; (e) date by which each party will file its prehearing motions;
 (f) whether a final prehearing conference is necessary and, if it is, the date for that prehearing conference; (g) date by which the parties will file any stipulation reached;
  (h) hearing is scheduled for May 3, 2005; and (i) date for each party to file its post-hearing statement of position (assuming the parties wish to file statements of position) and whether response should be permitted.  In addition, the parties should discuss any matters pertaining to discovery if the procedures and time frames contained in Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1-77 are not sufficient.
  

5. Applicant will be ordered to file, on or before March 2, 2005, a procedural schedule which is satisfactory to both parties; which addresses the matters set forth in ¶ 4, supra; and which, in the absence of a further Order, permits the hearing to go forward as scheduled.  

II. ORDER
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. On or before March 2, 2005, Aquila, Inc., doing business as Aquila Networks-PNG, shall make the filing described in ¶ I.5, above.  

2. This Order is effective immediately.  
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�  This date should be at least 10 days before the final prehearing conference or, if there is no final prehearing conference, 14 days before the hearing.  


�  This date should be at least seven calendar days before the first day of hearing.   


�  In the absence of any mention of discovery, the ALJ will order that Rule 4 CCR 723-1-77 governs discovery in this proceeding.  
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