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I. STATEMENT

1. This docket concerns tariff revisions proposed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) in its Advice Letter 631-Gas.  By Decision No. C04-1304 (Mailed Date of November 12, 2004), the Commission suspended the Company’s proposed tariff sheets and set them for hearing before an administrative law judge (ALJ) on March 4, 2005.

2. Public Service has also filed its Advice Letter 1421-Electric in which it proposes tariff revisions similar, if not identical, to those proposed in Advice Letter 631.  The Commission suspended the proposed tariff sheets in Advice Letter 1421 and set them for hearing at the same time as the hearing on Advice Letter 631.  See Decision No. C04-1303 (Mailed Date of November 12, 2004) in Docket No. 04S-568E.

3. Because Docket Nos. 04S-568E and 04S-569G involve common questions of law and fact, the ALJ now consolidates the two dockets.

4. On February 9, 2005, Staff of the Commission (Staff) filed its Unopposed Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule, Vacate and Reschedule Hearing Date, and Waive Response Time.  The unopposed motion requests that the March 4, 2005 hearing be vacated and rescheduled to April 4, 2005, and that the date for filing intervenors’ testimony and exhibits be extended to February 28, 2005 (from February 14, 2005).  Good cause having been stated, Staff’s motion is granted.

5. The ALJ also establishes the following requirements:  (a) Public Service shall file any rebuttal testimony and exhibits on or before March 15, 2005; (b) prehearing motions shall be filed on or before March 22, 2005; (c) responses to prehearing motions shall be filed on or before March 29, 2005; and (d) any closing statements of position shall be filed on or before April 11, 2005.

6. The ALJ notes that the Commission must issue its decision on Public Service’s proposed tariff sheets by June 13, 2005.  That is, the 210-day period provided for in § 40-6-111, C.R.S., for the Commission’s decision on the Company’s proposals expires on June 13, 2005.  The schedule in this proceeding must accommodate a hearing, a recommended decision by the ALJ, possible exceptions to the recommended decision (see § 40-6-109, C.R.S.), responses to exceptions, and time for the Commission to rule on possible exceptions.  Continuing the hearing in this case to April 4, 2005—absent the Company’s amending the Advice Letters to postpone the proposed effective dates—will require the parties to strictly adhere to the revised schedule as approved and discussed here.  Absent extraordinary circumstances, no further extensions of the hearing and procedural schedule will be granted.

II. ORDER
A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Docket Nos. 04S-568E and 04S-569G are consolidated.

2. Commission Staff’s Unopposed Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule, Vacate and Reschedule Hearing Date, and Waive Response Time is granted.

3. The parties shall comply with following procedural schedule: (a) Intervenors shall file their testimony and exhibits on or before February 28, 2005; (b) Public Service Company of Colorado shall file its rebuttal testimony and exhibits on or before March 15, 2005; (c) prehearing motions shall be filed on or before March 22, 2005; (d) responses to prehearing motions shall be filed on or before March 29, 2005; and (e) any closing statements of positions shall be filed on or before April 11, 2005.

4. The hearing previously set for March 4, 2005 is vacated.  Hearing in this matter shall be conducted at the following time and place:

DATE:

April 4, 2005

TIME:

9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room


1580 Logan Street, Office Level 2


Denver, Colorado

5. This Order is effective immediately.
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