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I. statement

1. The captioned proceeding was initiated on January 15, 2004, through the issuance of a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NOPR) by the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission).  See, Decision No. C03-1454.  Proposed rules applicable to this rulemaking proceeding were appended to the NOPR as Attachment B (Rules).  The NOPR was published in The Colorado Register on February 10, 2004.

2. Written comments and/or proposed rule changes have been filed in this matter by a number of participants.

3. Hearings were conducted on March 22 and 23, 2004, September 13 and 14, 2004, and November 3 and 4, 2004.  See Decision Nos. C03-1454, R04-0315-I, and R04-1099-I.  A final hearing is scheduled for March 15, 2005.  See, Decision No. R04-1316-I.  That decision also established February 15, 2005, as the deadline for submitting final written comments in this proceeding.

4. By correspondence dated January 10, 2005, and received by the Commission on January 11, 2005, the Limousine Association of Colorado (LAOC) requests that additional hearings be scheduled for sometime after March 21, 2005.  As grounds for this request, the LAOC states that its members have an interest in this rulemaking proceeding.  However, many such members will be unable to participate at the final hearing on March 15, 2005, as a result of their plans to attend the annual Limousine Convention between March 13 and 16, 2005.

5. The LOAC’s request will be denied.  As indicated above, this proceeding has been pending for over a year.  Six days of oral hearing have already been held.  The LOAC and its members have had a full and fair opportunity to participate in those hearings and/or to submit their comments in written form.
  As indicated in Decision No. R04-1316-I, the final hearing scheduled for March 15, 2005, is designed to facilitate the Commission’s goal of coordinating this proceeding with other pending rulemaking proceedings.  See, Decision No. C04-0008, Section I, Paragraph 10.
  Scheduling and holding additional hearings subsequent to that date would preclude the Commission from accomplishing that goal. 

6. Notwithstanding the inability of LOAC and/or its members to now be orally heard in this matter, they are advised that they are free to submit written comments concerning the Rules on or before the February 15, 2005, deadline referred to above.  

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The request of the Limousine Association of Colorado to schedule additional hearings in this proceeding subsequent to March 21, 2005, is denied.  

2. This Order is effective immediately.  

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
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� In this regard, it is noted that the LOAC correspondence of January 10, 2005, was signed by Mike Geissler, LOAC’s President.  Mr. Geissler appeared at the March 22, 2004, hearing in this matter on behalf of Colorado Corporate Coach.  Therefore, LOAC and its members had, or should reasonably have had, notice of this proceeding at that time. 


� In light of the numerous hearings already held in this proceeding, the administrative law judge has ruled that it will not be necessary to afford interested persons the opportunity to make oral presentations at the final hearing.  See § 24-4-103(4)(a), C.R.S.
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