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I. statement

1. On January 11, 2005, Fortis Communications, Inc. (Fortis), filed an Unopposed Motion for Extension of Time to File Direct Testimony (Motion) in the captioned proceeding.  The Motion requests an extension, from January 10, 2005 to January 14, 2005, of the deadline established by Decision No. R04-1485 for filing Fortis’ direct testimony and exhibits.

2. As grounds for the Motion, Fortis indicates that it and the Staff of the Commission (Staff) have reached an agreement in principal concerning settlement of this matter.  However, they need additional time to memorialize and file the same.  The Motion indicates that either a settlement agreement or Fortis’ direct testimony and exhibits will be filed by January 14, 2005.  The Staff does not oppose the relief requested by the Motion.

3. Good grounds having been shown, the Motion will be granted.

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Unopposed Motion for Extension of Time to File Direct Testimony filed by Fortis Communications, Inc. is granted.

2. Fortis Communications, Inc., shall file its direct testimony and exhibits, in question and answer form, on or before January 14, 2005.  In lieu thereof, the parties shall, on or before that date, file their proposed settlement agreement.

3. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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