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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. STATEMENT

1. The Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) gives notice of proposed rulemaking (NOPR) regarding implementation of rules prescribing the procedures for annual reporting requirements for telecommunications service providers that are Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) carriers.  The intent of the proposed rules is to implement new procedures such as those described in this order and in the attached proposed rules.  
2. 47 U.S.C. Section 214(e)(2) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended by the Telecommunications Act of 1996, provide state commissions with the primary responsibility for performing ETC designations.  The proposed rules seek to implement annual reporting requirements for designated ETCs in Colorado pursuant to the guidelines set forth in 47 Code of Federal Regulations §§ 54.313 and 54.314.  A copy of the proposed rules is attached to this NOPR.

3. On March 17, 2005, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released its Report and Order augmenting its rules requiring ETCs to submit certain information annually regarding its network and its use of universal service funds.  The attached proposed rules adopts the FCC’s reporting requirements in determining whether an ETC has satisfied its burden of proof necessary to continue to receive universal service support each year.  

4. Attachment A, attached hereto, sets forth the proposed rules.  The proposed rules are intended to add provisions to the rules adopted in Docket No. 03R-524T, which will become effective on April 1, 2006.  Specifically, the proposed rules add ETC reporting requirements to rule 2187(e) as adopted in Docket No. 03R-524T.  To the extent that the proposed rules conflict with the rules approved in Docket No. 03R-524T, the proposed rules are intended to supersede the rules approved in that docket.
5. The statutory authority for proposed rules is found at §§ 40-2-108, C.R.S.; 40-4-101, C.R.S.; 40-15-108, C.R.S.; C.R.S.; 40-15-208, C.R.S.; 40-15-502, C.R.S.; and 40-15-503, C.R.S.

6. The Commission will conduct a hearing on the proposed rules at the below stated time and place.  Interested persons may submit written comments on these proposed rules and present these orally at hearing, unless the Commission deems oral presentations unnecessary.  The Commission also encourages interested persons to submit written comments before the hearing scheduled in this matter.  In the event interested persons wish to file comments before the hearing, such comments shall be filed no later than March 2, 2006.  The Commission may post electronically submitted comments to its web site.  The Commission will consider all submissions.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. This Notice of Proposed Rulemaking shall be filed with the Colorado Secretary of State for publication in the February 2006 edition of The Colorado Register.

2. A hearing on the proposed rules shall be held as follows:
DATE:
March 16, 2006
TIME:
9:00 a.m.
PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
Office Level 2 (OL2)
Logan Tower
1580 Logan Street
Denver, Colorado

3. At the time set for hearing, interested persons may submit written comments and may present these orally unless the Commission deems oral comments unnecessary.

4. The Commission requests that written comments be submitted no later than March 2, 2006.  The Commission will consider all submissions.

5. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
December 21, 2005. 
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