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ORDER GRANTING ALTERNATIVE FORM OF NOTICE
Mailed Date:  December 9, 2005

Adopted Date:  December 7, 2005
I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of an application filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., for an alternative form of notice for its Advice Letter No. 1448 – Electric, by which Public Service proposes to implement a new Interim Renewable Energy Standard Adjustment (RESA), interim changes to the photovoltaic service tariffs – residential Photovoltaic Service (Schedule RPV) and Commercial Photovoltaic Service (Schedule CPV) – and a new Net Metering Service (Schedule NM).  The application was filed on December 1, 2005.  

2. Public Service represents that the interim RESA and interim changes to schedules RPV, CPV, and NM are required in anticipation of proposed rules implementing the  § 40-2-124, C.R.S., Renewable Energy Standard.  The proposed rules are expected to include provisions requiring affected utilities to obtain a small percentage of energy sold from on-site photovoltaic sources by 2007.  To provide sufficient lead-time to meet the photovoltaic requirement, Public Service seeks to begin accumulating a fund to help pay for meeting the requirements of the Renewable Energy Standard.  In accordance with this requirement, Public Service filed Advice Letter No. 1448 – Electric in addition to its application for alternative form of notice. 

3. Public Service requests that we approve, pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., an alternative form of notice for these rate changes.  Specifically, Public Service requests that it be permitted to provide the following notice of the rate filing:

1.
Filing with the Commission and keeping open for public inspection, new schedules stating plainly the changes to be made, as required by § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I), C.R.S.; and

2.
Within three days of the filing with the Commission, publication of the newspaper notice in a newspaper of general circulation, such as The Denver Post, and again within two weeks of the filing; and

3.
Issuance of a press release concurrent with the filing setting forth the proposed RESA and its impact on average residential and small commercial customers; and

4.
The publication of a 7.5 inch by 13-inch advertisement in The Denver Post on or about December 7, 2005; and

5.
Publication of the RESA and the standard rebate offer on the Company’s web site.

4. Public Service points out the substantial cost savings by providing this proposed alternative form of notice.  It also points out the substantial lead time necessary to provide notice by bill inserts, which would preclude Public Service from notifying customers within the next 20 days as required by § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(C), C.R.S., or with the next billing cycle as required by § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(A), C.R.S.  

DISCUSSION

5. We find Public Service has stated good cause to grant its application for alternative form of notice, however, because of the broad public impact and visibility of the renewable energy mandate, we order that two additional forms of notice be provided:

a)
Publication of the newspaper notices and advertisements in The Denver Post on December 7, 2005 and The Rocky Mountain News on December 17, 2005; and

b)
At the next feasible opportunity for each customer, providing a bill insert explaining the proposed RESA and photovoltaic tariffs.

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application for Alternative Form of Notice filed by Public Service Company of Colorado is granted consistent with the discussion above.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
December 7, 2005.
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