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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. Commission Decision No. C05-1010 established December 5, 2005 as the first day of hearings in this matter, and Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service), Staff of the Commission (Staff), the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC), Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos), Seminole Energy Services (Seminole), Colorado Business Alliance (CBA) AARP and Energy Outreach Colorado (AARP/EOC), and Climax Molybdenum Company (Climax) entered appearances.  Before the Commission are several motions, one of which seeks to continue these hearings until Wednesday December 7, 2005 at 9:00 a.m.  The other motions seek to late file exhibits and corrected testimony.

2. A status report and motion to continue these hearings until Wednesday December 7, 2005 at 9:00 a.m. was filed by Public Service Company on Friday December 2, 2005.  Staff, the OCC and Public Service submit that “they have reached agreement on the major principles related to the Phase I issues of this case and have agreed upon a framework by which a settlement on the Phase II issues may be achieved.”  In addition to these parties, Atmos, Seminole, Climax, AARP/EOC and CBA have participated in settlement talks, although they have generally entered the settlement discussions later than the other parties.  The parties have agreed that a continuance of two days would allow them to determine if a comprehensive settlement can be reached.  We believe that a two day postponement is reasonable, with several conditions which the parties have agreed to.

3.  The first is that they appear on Wednesday, December 7, 2005 ready to indicate whether a comprehensive settlement has been reached, and ready to litigate all unsettled issues.  If a settlement has in fact been reached, the second condition is that the settlement agreement shall be filed by the close of business on December 20, 2005 in both hard copy and executable electronic formats, including an executable model.  This will allow time for the Advisory Staff to draft and issue questions on the agreement on December 28, 2005.  Hearings on the agreement would then be held on January 3rd and 4th, 2006.
4. If a comprehensive settlement has not been reached by December 7, it would be helpful to have a list of the issues that have been settled, if any.

5. The OCC and Staff each have filed motions for acceptance of late-filed corrected testimony, and late-filed information requested by advisory staff at the technical conference held on November 30, 2005.  These are granted.
II.
ORDER

B. The Commission Orders That:

1. The hearings on this matter scheduled to begin December 5, 2005 at 9:00 a.m. are continued until December 7, 2005 at 9:00 a.m., or after the weekly open meeting.
2. The parties shall be ready to indicate whether a comprehensive settlement has been reached, and they shall be ready to litigate all unsettled issues in this case.

3. If a comprehensive settlement has been reached by December 7, 2005 that settlement agreement shall be filed with the Commission by the close of business on December 20, 2005 in both hard and executable electronic formats, including an executable model.

4. If a settlement including all parties is reached, hearings on the settlement shall be held on January 3rd and 4th, 2006.

5. Those parties that have not marked their exhibits and testimony for identification shall do so prior to the hearing on December 7, 2005.

6. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

C. ADOPTED AT HEARING DECEMBER 5, 2005.
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Doug Dean, 
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