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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On November 10, 2005, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed an application requesting a Commission authorization to sell certain utility property and a declaration from the Commission that no hearing is necessary.  4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-55.

2. On November 10, 2005, Public Service filed a Motion to Shorten Notice Period, Motion for Expedited Procedural Schedule and Motion to Waive Response Time to These Motions.

3. On November 14, 2005, Public Service filed Motion for Leave to Substitute Filing and Notice of Filing.

4. On November 16, 2005, in Decision No. C05-1379 the Commission granted the Motion for Shortened Notice Period and Motion for Leave to Substitute Filing.  The notice period was shortened to the close of business on November 28, 2005.  No interventions were filed.

5. Public Service plans to sell 557 steel-bodied railcars that it currently owns and purchase approximately 152 new aluminum railcars in a non-monetary exchange with Freightcar America, Inc.  Public Service states in the application that the new railcars have an increased capacity to haul coal and will enable the Company to haul greater tonnage in each train set and enhance the ability to efficiently replenish coal stockpiles at its generating facilities with rail lines serving the facilities.  Public Service also states that the newer and lighter weight aluminum railcars result in savings in car maintenance and rail hauling costs.

B. Discussion

6. The application is unopposed and may be considered without a hearing.  § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S.

7. The Commission finds that the proposed sale is not contrary to the public interest and therefore grants the application.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application for the sale of certain assets filed by Public Service Company of Colorado is deemed complete and is granted.

2. Public Service Company of Colorado shall file with the Commission, within 60 days of the completion of the sale of the assets, a report detailing the assets sold, the final sale price, and the accounting entries made as a result of the sale.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
November 30, 2005.
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