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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On October 19, 2005, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed an application for an order authorizing the Company to recover the remaining under-recovered balance of Fort St. Vrain (FSV) decommissioning costs by adding these costs to the deferred balance of the Company's Purchased Capacity Cost Adjustment (PCCA).

2. On December 27, 1991, the Commission issued Decision No. C91-1514 in Docket No. 91A-281E, approving the Supplemental Settlement Agreement that led to the early dismantling and decontamination of the FSV nuclear power plant.

3. The Supplemental Settlement Agreement provided for a 12-year amortization of FSV decommissioning costs collected through an electric rider from July 1, 1993 through June 30, 2005.  The FSV decommissioning rider included a provision for under-collections and over-collections to be reflected in a deferred account, so that over the 12-year period, Public Service would recover $124 million in decommissioning costs plus a 9 percent carrying cost on the unamortized balance.  To close out the deferred balance carried on this rider, the approved Supplemental Settlement Agreement provided for a one-time adjustment to be made to customer bills on October 1, 2005.

4. On June 22, 2005, the Company filed Advice Letter No. 1440 that eliminated the FSV Decommissioning Rider effective July 1, 2005.  At the Commission Weekly Meeting on June 29, 2005, this Advice Letter was allowed to go into effect by operation of law.

5. Public Service has now determined an under-collection in the deferred account to be $458,837.  

6. In its application, Public Service states that considering the changed circumstances surrounding the timing of new seasonal rates from summer to winter, and also considering the small amount of under-collected costs, it is more efficient and cost effective to collect the remaining FSV decommissioning deferred balance by adding it to the deferred balance of the PCCA.

7. On October 19, 2005, the Commission issued a Notice of Application Filed, giving notice to all interested parties.  Interventions were due on or before November 21, 2005.  No interventions were filed.

B. Discussion

8. The application is unopposed and may be considered without a hearing.  § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S.

9. The Commission finds that the proposal to include the remaining FSV costs yet to be collected in the deferred account in the PCCA is not contrary to the public interest.  The Commission therefore amends previous Commission Decision No. C91-1514 to accommodate this application.  The application is therefore granted.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application is deemed complete.

2. Pursuant to § 40-6-112, C.R.S., Commission Decision No. C91-1514 approving the Supplemental Settlement Agreement in Docket No. 91A-281E is amended to allow the recovery of the remaining Fort St. Vrain decommissioning costs through the Purchased Capacity Cost Adjustment.

3. The application to collect the remaining Fort St. Vrain decommissioning costs of $458,837 by adding these costs to the deferred balance of the Purchased Capacity Cost Adjustment is granted.

4. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Mailed Date of this Order.

5. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
November 30, 2005.
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