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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On October 27, 2005, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed an application requesting a Commission authorization to sell certain assets, a declaration from the Commission that no hearing is necessary, and a motion for shortened notice.  4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-55.

2. On November 3, 2005, in Decision No. C05-1324, the Commission granted the motion for shortened notice period.  The shortened notice period was for ten days.  No interventions were filed.

3. Public Service has entered into an agreement with Suncor Energy (U.S.A.) Inc. (Suncor) to sell to Suncor the distribution voltage substation equipment located in the Conoco South Substation, subject to the receipt of all necessary regulatory approvals and other contingencies.

4. This application is directly related to two existing Commission dockets that have been consolidated, Docket No. 05S-207E and Docket No. 05D-274E.

5. On April 14, 2005, Public Service filed Advice Letter No. 1430-Electric, with accompanying Tariff Sheet No. 62, proposing to revise the Service and Facility Charge portion of the Monthly Rate Section of the Transmission General Service (Schedule TG) in the Company’s Colorado PUC No. 7 – Electric Tariff.  The proposed effective date was May 15, 2005.

6. On May 13, 2005, the Commission issued Decision  No. C05-0560, in Docket No. 05S-207E, suspending the effective date of the tariff filed with Advice Letter No. 1430-Electric by 120 days, or until September 12, 2005, or until further notice, and setting hearing in this matter before an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).

7. On June 7, 2005, Public Service filed a Verified Petition for Declaratory Order.  In its Petition, Public Service requested that the Commission enter an order declaring the sale of the Conoco Substation from Public Service to Suncor to be in the normal course of business for Public Service, and therefore, that no application was necessary under Rule 55 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1.

8. On June 22, 2005, the Commission established a new docket number, 05D-274E, to address the Motion for Declaratory Order.

9. On June 30, 2005, Public Service filed a Motion to Consolidate Docket No. 05S-207E and Docket No. 05D-274E.  On July 29, 2005, the Commission granted this motion pursuant to Decision No. R05-0941-I.

10. On September 29, 2005, the Commission issued Decision No. C05-1179 further suspending the effective date of the tariff filed with Advice Letter No. 1430-Electric by 90 days, or until December 11, 2005.

11. On October 11, 2005, the ALJ issued her Recommended Decision Issuing Declaratory Order, Finding Application to be Necessary, Permanently Suspending Tariffs, and Closing Docket, Decision No. R05-1224.  Subsequent to this order, Public Service filed this application for authorization to sell the Conoco South Substation to Suncor.

12. On October 31, 2005, Public Service filed Exceptions to the order.  Public Service files this application without waiving, or prejudice to, the right to file exceptions to Decision No. R05-1224, specifically, whether an application is necessary to sell the Conoco South Substation to Suncor.

B. Discussion

13. The application is unopposed and may be considered without a hearing.  § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S.

14. The Commission finds that the proposed sale is not contrary to the public interest.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application for the sale of certain assets, as delineated, is deemed complete and is granted.

2. This Commission decision granting the application does not have any effect or prejudice any Commission decision on exceptions to Recommended Decision No. R05-1224 in consolidated Docket Nos. 05S-207E and 05D-274E.

3. Public Service Company of Colorado shall file with the Commission within 60 days of the completion of the sale of the assets, a report detailing the assets sold, the final sale price, and the accounting entries made as a result of the sale.

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
November 22, 2005.
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