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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Motion to Shorten Notice Period, Motion for Expedited Procedural Schedule and Motion to Waive Response Time to These Motions filed November 10, 2005 by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service).  Additionally, we consider a Motion for Leave to Substitute Filing filed by Public Service on November 14, 2005.

2. Regarding the Motions to Shorten Notice Period and to Expedite the Procedural Schedule, Public Service indicates that due to the pressing need to complete the transactions involving the sale and subsequent leaseback of 557 steel gondola railcars, as well as the acquisition of some 152 new aluminum railcars, it requests that the Commission shorten the notice period on its application to sell the steel gondola railcars to the close of business on Monday November 28, 2005.  

3. Public Service further requests that the Commission adopt an expedited procedural schedule to consider its application and that the Commissioners consider and rule on the matter in the next weekly meeting after the shortened notice period has run.  According to the affidavit of Fredric C. Stoffel, Vice-President of Policy Development at Public Service (attached to the application), time is of the essence in completing these transactions.  Because other large orders may move ahead of Public Service’s order for aluminum railcars, Mr. Stoffel represents that should a Commission decision not be forthcoming by the end of November, its railcar order may be delayed until the end of 2007.

4. Public Service further represents that Commission Staff and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel have authorized it to state that they do not contest, nor will they oppose this application.  Consequently, Public Service requests that response time to these motions be waived. 

5. We find good cause has been stated and therefore grant Public Service’s motion to shorten the notice period in this matter to the close of business on Monday November 28, 2005.  We further grant Public Service’s motion for an expedited procedural schedule and agree to rule on this matter at the Commissioners’ Weekly Meeting on November 30, 2005.

6. In a separate motion, Public Service requests a Commission Order allowing it to substitute the filing attached to the motion, in its entirety for the filing made in this matter on November 10, 2005.  According to Public Service, it was notified by Commission Staff that its Confidential Exhibit 1 had not been filed in compliance with Commission Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-16.  

7. Public Service indicates that it wishes to correct the error by substituting the filing attached to the motion along with a properly submitted Confidential Exhibit 1.  However, Public Service requests that all notice dates for this substituted filing relate back to the original filing date of November 10, 2005.  Public Service represents that no party will be harmed by the grant of this motion.

8. Now, being fully advised in the matter, we grant Public Service’s Motion for Leave to Substitute Filing and waive response time to the motion.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Motion to Shorten Notice Period, Motion for Expedited Procedural Schedule and Motion to Waive Response Time filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on November 10, 2005 is granted consistent with the discussion above.

2. The notice period in this matter is shortened to the close of business on November 28, 2005.

3. The Commission shall take up this matter at its regularly scheduled Weekly Meeting on November 30, 2005.

4. Response time to the motions is waived.

5. The Motion for Leave to Substitute Filing filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on November 14, 2005 is granted.

6. Response time to the motion is waived.

7. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
November 16, 2005.
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